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Defining Inspiration
e Theories of Inspiration
e Bible Inspiration
e The Bible Is Fully Inspired, Fully Preserved
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DEFINING INSPIRATION

Inspiration is defined as, “the process of
being mentally stimulated to do or feel
something, especially to do something
- creative”.
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DEFINING INSPIRATION

Theologically speaking, it is defined as, “a
divine influence directly and immediately
' exerted upon the mind or soul”.
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DEFINING INSPIRATION

Greek word theopneustos
theos meaning God

pneo, meaning breathed
“God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
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IS THE BIBLE GOD’S WORD?
THE BIBLE AND INSPIRATION
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THEORIES OF INSPIRATION

e Partial Inspiration
e Natural Inspiration
 Thought Inspiration

-~ * Mechanical Inspiration

e Verbal-Plenary Inspiration
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IS THE BIBLE GOD’S WORD?
THE BIBLE AND INSPIRATION
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

All inspired (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Tim. 5:18; cp.
Deu. 25:4; Lk. 10:7)

“For the Greek word in this passage -
Oedmnvevotoc, theopneustos - very distinctly
does not mean “inspired of God.... The
Greek term has, however, nothing to say of
inspiring or of inspiration: it speaks only of
a “spiring” or “spiration.”
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

All inspired (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Tim. 5:18; cp.
Deu. 25:4; Lk. 10:7)

What it says of Scripture is, not that it is
“breathed into by God” or is the product of
the Divine “inbreathing” into its human
authors, but that it is breathed out by God,
“God-breathed,” the product of the creative
breath of God.
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

All inspired (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Tim. 5:18; cp.
Deu. 25:4; Lk. 10:7)

In a word, what is declared by this
fundamental passage is simply that the
Scriptures are a Divine product, without any
indication of how God has operated in
producing them (Warefield, “Inspiration,”
ISBE, 111:1473, 1474).
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

Men moved by Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20-21)

“What he says of it is that it does not
come “of private interpretation”; that is,
it is not the result of human
investigation into the nature of things,
the product of its writers' own thinking.
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

Men moved by Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20-21)

This is as much as to say it is of Divine
gift...What is “borne” is taken up by the
“bearer,” and conveyed by the
“bearer's” power, not its own, to the
“bearer's” goal, not its own.
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

Men moved by Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20-21)

The men who spoke from God are here
declared, therefore, to have been taken
up by the Holy Spirit and brought by His
power to the goal of His choosing.
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

Men moved by Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20-21)

The things which they spoke under this
operation of the Spirit were therefore
His things, not theirs. And that is the
reason which is assighed why “the
prophetic word” is so sure” (Warfield,
ISBE, p.1475).
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

The Scriptures:
—Infallible (Psa. 19:7)
— Immutable (Gal. 1:8-9)
—Indestructible (Mt. 24:35)
— All sufficient (2 Pet. 1:3)

—Cannot be broken (Jn. 10:35)
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BIBLE INSPIRATION

One Jot or Tittle (Mt. 5:18)
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IS THE BIBLE GOD’S WORD?
THE BIBLE AND INSPIRATION

THE BIBLE IS FULLY INSPIRED, FULLY
PRESERVED
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FULLY INSPIRED, FULLY PRESERVED

God’s word has been preserved:
—0.T. manuscripts meticulously copied

—Qver 5,000 copies of N.T. manuscripts
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Sources Used: American Standard, New English Bible
Early Copies, Ancient Hebrew and British work; more paraphrase than translation
Greek Copies, Dead Sea Scrolls and AD 1970

Newly Discovered Manuscripts
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Sources Used: American Standard, New American Standard
Early Copies, Ancient Hebrew and Version

Greek Copies, Dead Sea Scrolls and
Newly Discovered Manuscripts AD 1971
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Sources Used: American Standard, Living Bible

Early Copies, Ancient Hebrew and
Greek Copies, Dead Sea Scrolls and (paraphrase)

Newly Discovered Manuscripts AD 1971
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Sources Used: American Standard, Today’s English
Early Cop|.e5, Ancient Hebrew and Version
Greek Copies, Dead Sea Scrolls and . .
Newly Discovered Manuscripts Pynamic Equivalence
AD 1976
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Sources Used: American Standard, New International
Early Copies, Ancient Hebrew and

Greek Copies, Dead Sea Scrolls and Version

Dynamic Equivalence

AD 1978

Newly Discovered Manuscripts
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. R T—
Rl
%) | B H ||I.'1.." f
] g5 o — = - Th | o o [ ] 3 (=1
== k= = = == | j v / | ~ | | I|I |'= |
== |ES &= = - /
[ ."i.‘ ] = =
@ = . " 3 E :
2212¢ - £ gl =) 5] = T S S —— — — b
= : 5 =
[} i el o ) m = &
=4 183 2 a @ - O n & o = <}
A% |3 = o = S 0 o c c i = i @
c=J]Es (&) =] k=] T i 2 m = 2 T = = &
2] 3 = | = 5 @ w | = o el | B |8 = =
== h E = ; i = T i o - e [ i © o
i 5 -] a o o [ = L |2 5 | S |2 |5 i) =
] =, ] ) &= T E = o T ra] I 8 [= = = ol
= | = I < ) o = ] B o w 2
) — @ L - = = m = - = =
i =1 G | @ - B o} i w o =
ol & " =} L =l 2 |5 o | 2 ; L]
g 2 - =S I =0 B e = & in
L] | = —] [ i -'_I ] =
] ihn | £ |5 o |8 |5 |4 i e
o | 2 = = o o £ @
4 (@ | =y | i ] n | = o =
- & O - = ) 5 x
= v
= =
L ot

Sources Used: American Standard, New King James

Early Copies, Ancient Hebrew and .

Greek Copies, Dead Sea Scrolls and Version
Newly Discovered Manuscripts AD 1982
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Sources Used: American Standard, Revised English SHE
Early Copies, Ancient Hebrew and

Greek Copies, Dead Sea Scrolls and AD 1989
Newly Discovered Manuscripts
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Sources Used: American Standard, New Revised
Early Copies, Ancient Hebrew and

Greek Copies, Dead Sea Scrolls and Standard Version

Dynamic Equivalence
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English Bible Overview
all contents (c) copyright evangelicalbible com

Word -for -VWord Thought-for-Thought

NASB ESNG . HCSB NRSV NAB NIV NLT CEB

1971 2001 2004 1989 1970 1978 1596 2011

Revised Version L I— AT ¢
(1885) &

American Revised

Wersion (1901)
[NASB - Mew American Standard
Bible - evangelical - most literal

Greek Text translation. Revision of American
> bt | — » NKJIV based on over FevseaEmen

1611 1982 5,500 MSS - 2nd- E SV - English Standard Version -

evangelical - literal - retains Tyndale,
4th Cen‘lury KW roots. Rewvision of RSW.

R3SV - Revised Standard Version -

Coverdale
1537

Father of the ESW and NRSWV.
Scholarly translation. literal.

Geneva
Bible HCSB - Holman Christian

A r N s
L1 560 Hebrew Text Standard Bible. New translation -

most transliations evangelical- published by Holman
(SBC).

Great Bible | g | Bishops Bible depend in large part
1539 i on the Masoretic NRSV - New Revised Standard

A text Bible- son of the RSWV. Gender
5 . Meutral. Scholarly. Generally non-
evangelical.

Matthew [T =
1537

Douay— NAB - simple, clear, American
Tyndale‘s New [ Rheims Er;?rilg‘ﬁc Close to original text.

1582

Testament 1525 _ :
Erasmus' Greek text Fy NIV - Mew International Wersion.
-1516 Most popular modern evangelical

Bible - compromise between literal

(5!6 10th-13th and idiomatic
2ot el Wycliffe MNLT- Mew Living Translation. A

'Textus Receptus’ 1382 revision of the paraphrase Living
Bible. Meither literal or paraphrass.
Popular. evangelical.

William Ty ndale, burned at the
stake 1536

CEB - common English Bible-
MNew Translation. Accessible.
produced by mainline churches.

1. This chart attempts to show some of the historical
‘pedigrees’ of the English Bible. This is shown with the
dotted ling.  =-——esceemese. ’

2. The translation continuum gives a general idea of
translation philosophy - it does not attempt to evaluate
the merits of a given transiation_ It would likewise be
incorrect to assume 'more literal' is necessarily 'better.’ NKJV - Mew King James Version-
3. It is coincidentally a tribute to William Tyndale, whose A revision of the IKJV - more

1525 translation became the fountainhead of the English all contents (c) accessible to the modern reader -
Bible. copyright evangelicalbible com while retaining the classic King

James language
- -

IV - King James. A Classic for

Latin Vulgate ;
400 400 years - most poetic. "Noblest
monument of English prose.” Literal.




A Continuum of Bible Translations

NET
TNIV NIV RSV NASV
KJV
NRSV ES[V Ni(J ASV
. Range of translation possibilities
Dynamic . P Formal
Equivalence Equivalence
More readable More literal
Less literal Less readable

Chart © 2005 Ray Madrigal
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IBLE GOD’S WORD?
E AND INSPIRATION

' Timothy 3:16-17
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IS THE BIBLE GOD’S WORD?

* LINES OF EVIDENCE
— THE UNITY OF THE BIBLE
— THE PURITY OF BIBLE ETHICS
— THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY
— THE BIBLE’S HISTORIC RELIABILITY
— THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE

RCH OF CHRIST- EDNACHURCHOFCHRIST.ORG



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Evidences For od And His Creation. Bowling
Green, KY: Guardian Of Truth, 2010. Print.

e Jenkins, Ferrell. Evidences To Strengthen Your
Faith. Bowling Green, KY: Guardian Of Truth
~oundation, 2007. Print.

e Lightfoot, Neil. How We Got The Bible. 3rd. Grand
Rapids, Ml: Baker Books, 2007. Print.

 Warfield, Benjamin. "Inspiration.” The

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. . .
Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co, 1939. 1473-1483. Print.
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GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION

Hear The Gospel - Romans 10:17
e Believe That Jesus Is The Christ — John 8:24

* Repent Of Sin — Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38

e Confess Christ — Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37
_* Baptized - Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16
_* Be Faithful - 1 Corinthians 15:58; Revelation 2:10
%, — Confess Sin—1John 1:9
§ — Repent, Pray — Acts 8:22
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