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INTRODUCTION 
1. In Psalms 51-64, we were journeying through a series of psalms that dealt with many of the struggles 

and conflicts in David’s life. 
2. But now we come to a psalm of thanksgiving and praise, the first in a series of psalms that are called 

songs (Ps. 65-68). 
3. Let us consider this psalm which reminds us that God, who is the “hearer of prayer” is worthy of praise. 

 
DISCUSSION 

I. PRAISE GOD FOR HIS GRACE 

A. The psalm opens with an acknowledgment that praise is due to God (Ps. 65:1). 

B. Why should God be praised? 

C. David says it is because He hears and answers prayers (Ps. 65:2).  

i. And if we notice, God doesn’t just hear the prayers of the Israelites. 

ii. No, David says that because God hears and answers prayers, “all flesh” will come to 

Him (cp. Ps. 65:5, 8). 

D. Why should people seek God in prayer? 

E. Because they are being burdened down by the weight of their sins and recognize that only God 

can heal and forgive (Ps. 65:3; Isa. 59:1-2). 

F. For David, forgiveness meant that God would allow one back into His presence in the 

Tabernacle to draw near in worship and to enjoy again the blessings of God’s fellowship (Ps. 

65:4). 

G. The only true and living God is gracious and compassionate. 

H. He alone hears and answers the prayers of His people (1 Pet. 5:6-7; Luke 18:1). 

I. He alone chooses to graciously forgive all sins through the blood of His Son, Jesus (John 3:16; 1 

John 2:2; Ps. 79:9; Ps. 51:2). 

J. He calls to all people through the gospel of Christ  to come into fellowship with Him and to 

enjoy life with Him now and in eternity (John 12:32-33; Rom. 1:16). 

K. If you know this blessedness, then you should know how good and appropriate it is to praise 

and worship God, Our Heavenly Father, for His grace (Eph. 2:8-10; Matt. 6:9, 12-15). 

 

II. PRAISE GOD FOR HIS MIGHT 

A. But God’s answers to prayers aren’t limited to forgiveness and bringing people back into His 

presence. 

B. No, David says that God has answered prayers with “awesome” or “wonderful” deeds that 

demonstrate His great power, righteousness, and justice (Ps. 65:5). 

i. Notice also here that the scope of David’s prayer is not limited to Israel. 

ii. God is not just their hope, but the hope of all (Ps. 22:27-28). 

C. What awesome deeds does David have in mind? 

D. God is the one whose power raised the mountains up (Ps. 65:6). 

E. He is also the one who has power over the seas (Ps. 65:7).  

i. In Ancient Near East, the sea was seen as a place of chaos and terror. 

ii. While many ancient creation accounts speak of deities conquering the sea, only God 

has such power (Job 38:8; Matt. 8:26; Jer. 5:22). 
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F. These first two call to mind God’s power in creation  which made the earth a place that 

mankind could inhabit and thrive (Gen. 1-2).  

G. But how can these be considered as answers to prayer? 

H. The third thing David mentions is that  God is also the one who has power over all the nations 

(Ps. 65:7). 

i. The Hebrew word in verse 5 translated awesome typically refers to God’s deeds in 

bringing Israel out of Egypt to the promised land. 

ii. But here the idea seems to be that God continues to exercise His power to maintain 

order and provide for all people. 

I. For David, the report of God’s mighty deeds should cause all people to be in awe and to praise 

Almighty God (Ps. 65:8). 

J. Today, all people experience challenges and chaos in life and look for stability in an ever-

changing world.  

K. But as God’s children we know who holds the world in His hand. 

L. Are we seeking God in prayer to continue to provide peace and order in our lives (1 Tim. 2:1-4; 

Matt. 6:10; Dan. 4:17)? 

M. Are we praising and rejoicing in His might and spreading the good news of His deeds to all we 

can? 

 

III. PRAISE GOD FOR HIS PROVISION 

A. In the last part of the Psalm, David turns to God’s gracious provision for the land itself. 

B. In Israel, it was God who ordered the rainy season to come in the fall that would cause the land 

to be lush and to thrive, including the people’s crops (Ps. 65:9-10). 

C. In the final verses, David takes us through the winter to the spring, when the land would have a 

bountiful harvest, the flocks would be well cared for, and all is well (Ps. 65:11-13).  

D. Here at the last, all creation rejoices in the care and provision of God our creator (Ps. 96:11-13; 

98:7-9). 

E. God is not just the Creator of the earth and of mankind, but He sustains it and cares for it. 

F. As God’s people today, are we dependent on God for all things, not just spiritual, but physical 

necessities (Matt. 6:11, 25-33;  1 Tim. 6:8; Gen. 8:22; Acts 14:17)? 

G. How true it is that in “a world where so many are hungry, those of us who do have 

enough to eat should be moved to say, perhaps more often than we do, ‘God has done 

this.’”1 

CONCLUSION 
1. We serve a great and awesome God who is worthy of all our praise and devotion. 
2. He is gracious and mighty and yet cares for us even though we have failed Him time and time again. 
3. He desires for us to seek Him in prayer and in Christ, prayer is powerful to move the Almighty (1 Pet. 

5:7; Jas. 5:16). 
4. May we never take His mercies for granted, but celebrate and praise Him daily as our Creator, 

Redeemer, and Sustainer (Rev. 4:11; 5:9-12). 
 

1 Wilcock, M. (2001). The Message of Psalms: Songs for the People of God (J. A. Motyer, Ed.; Vol. 1, p. 229). 

Inter-Varsity Press. 
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