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THESIS: To refocus on the fundamental need for love in the life of the Christian.  
 
INTRODUCTION 

1. What is greater than faith and hope (1 Cor. 13:13)? 
2. What is the preeminent fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22)? 
3. Of course, the answer is love.  
4. And though we often talk about love and sing about love when we gather together, it is always 

good for us to reconsider this fundamental concept. 
 

DISCUSSION 
I. THE MEANING OF LOVE 

A. If you consider how flexible the word love is in just the English language alone, it would 

seem that love is a difficult concept to define.  

B. But as the people of God, we must not look to the world to understand what love is, 

but to God whom the Bible says is love (1 John 4:8). 

C. And in the Bible there are numerous words, in both the Old and New Testaments, in 

Hebrew and Greek that are related to love. 

i. In the Hebrew Old Testament, the most common verb for love is ahev and the 

noun is chesed (loyal love). 

ii. While in the Greek Old Testament and Greek New Testament, the phileo and 

agapao word groups were primarily used. 

D. Word studies on these and their related terms is one way of arriving at the meaning of 

love. 

E. But another way is to simply consider passages in the Bible that define love by showing 

us what it is and also what it is not (Rom. 12:9-21; 13:8-14; 1 Cor. 13:1-13; Col. 3:5-17; 

1 John 4:7-21). 

F. If you and I consider each of these passages, what will we find? 

G. We would find that although love does involve our feelings and emotions, what really 

is at its core is how we interact with others, both with God and other people. 

H. It is not just sentiment or words, but it is demonstrated in actions. 

I. Real love, from God’s point of view, is never about selfishness or about seeking one’s 

own interests over others (cp. 2 Tim. 3:1-2; Phil. 2:1-5). 

J. Love, at its best, always seeks the best interest of others.  

i. It does not matter who the other person is. 

ii. It does not matter how one feels about the other. 

iii. It does not matter how one responds to the love shown to them. 

iv. It will always seek the welfare, the highest and best good of others. 

K. And this is exactly what we see in the person and character of God Himself. 
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II. GOD IS LOVE 

A. Scripture declares that love is the very nature of God; it is the “deepest possible 

expression of God’s character” (1 John 4:8, 16).1 

B. The very creation itself is a testimony to His love. 

C. God, who doesn’t need anything from us, chose to create the universe and a world 

where He could dwell with humanity (Acts 17:24-27). 

D. From the beginning, He has provided for all of humanity and all of creation. 

E. Scripture proclaims that all He does is for our good (Jas. 1:17). 

F. Even though humanity chose to spurn His love and plunge this world into sin and 

death, God’s love did not waiver (Gen. 3; Rom. 3:23; Acts 17:30-31). 

i. The Bible story is a demonstration of God’s love. 

ii. He has always done good to the just and the unjust (Deut. 10:18; Matt. 5:45) 

iii. The Old Testament shows how God has loved His people even when they have 

failed Him and broken His covenants (Jer. 31:3; Isa. 65:2). 

G. But there is no greater demonstration of His love than the gift of His Son for the 

ransom of sinful man (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 John 3:16). 

H. What do you think of God’s love? 

I. Has anyone else ever loved you like this? 

J. How should you respond to such wonderful love? 

 

III. THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 

A. Scripture shows that everyone responds to God’s love. 

B. They will either respond to Him with love in return or hate (Matt. 6:24). 

C. The choice is up to you. 

D. Because God has loved so fully, unreservedly, and faithfully in Christ Jesus, then the 

only right response is to love Him in the same way (1 John 4:19; Rom. 12:1-2). 

i. Not just an outward show of devotion (Matt. 15:8-9). 

ii. But to be loyal and devoted to Him with all our being (Deut. 6:5). 

E. Jesus taught that love for God is the greatest commandment (Matt. 22:34-38). 

F. Everything else we do in devotion and service to God hinges on our love for Him. 

G. Only in His love can we learn to properly relate to and love others (Matt. 22:39-40; 

Phil. 2:5-8; 1 John 3:16-18; 4:20-21). 

H. And if we truly love Him, then we will show it in every aspect of our lives. 

CONCLUSION 
1. It is never too late to begin to learn and to grow in our love for God and others. 
2. Love is both the result and the proof of a true and thriving faith (1 Tim. 1:5; 1 John 4:8). 
3. If we will pay attention, God can teach us to truly love Him and others (1 Thess. 4:9-10). 

 
1 Martin H. Manser, Dictionary of Bible Themes: The Accessible and Comprehensive Tool for Topical Studies (London: Martin Manser, 2009). 
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