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INTRODUCTION 
1. Following on the heels of the parable of the dishonest manager, Jesus continues to focus on money, 

the poor, and the call of the gospel to the Kingdom. 
2. He will challenge us once again to think about the importance of wealth in our lives (Luke 12:32-34).  
3. Are we using them for God’s glory or our own (Matt. 5:13-16)? 

DISCUSSION 
I. THE RIDICULE OF LOVERS OF MONEY 

A. In the previous exchange, Jesus was speaking to His disciples, but now again, the Pharisees 

come back into the picture (Luke 16:14, 1). 

i. In view of Jesus’ parable and comments, Luke points out that the Pharisees are lovers 

of money. 

ii. Instead of being interested in what Jesus has said, they ridicule him – the original word 

has the sense of turning one’s nose up at something. 

B. Jesus’ initial response is that the Pharisees’ priorities and values are out of sync with God’s 

(Luke 16:15). 

i. The Pharisees are concerned with being justified in the eyes of men. 

ii. Jesus’ remark about what is exalted among men is most likely referring to coveting 

money and wealth (cp. Luke 20:47; Matt. 23:14). 

C. While the Pharisees may have thought they were the proper interpreters and practitioners of 

God’s Law, they needed to wake up to the reality and authority of what Jesus was teaching 

(Luke 16:16-17). 

i. The Pharisees were likely thinking, as many do, that money and wealth are a sign of 

God’s favor and not a danger (Deut. 28). 

ii. But Jesus’ teaching is not out of step with the Law and the Prophets – it is their 

understanding that is (cp. Matt. 5:18). 

D. And perhaps to illustrate their misunderstanding of the Law and the prophets, Jesus teaches 

that they have even misunderstood God’s Law concerning divorce (Luke 16:18; cp. Deut. 24:1-

4; Matt. 19:1-12). 

E. Perhaps we think that Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ ridicule seems random and unrelated 

but actually it isn’t.  

F. The Pharisees have clearly misread the Law and the Prophets on the subject of wealth and in 

both the ancient and modern world, money and possessions are almost always a concern in 

marriage and divorce. 

G. The problem is their values aren’t God’s values. 

H. What about ours? 

I. Jesus is calling on them and all disciples to adopt the true values of the Kingdom which means 

we must listen, love, and obey Him  (Luke 9:23-27; Rom. 12:2). 

J. Jesus is calling humanity to faithfulness to God with all our being - in our heart, with our 

money, our marriages - in everything (Luke 16:10-13). 

 

II. THE RICH MAN & LAZARUS 

A. After Jesus’ comments about Kingdom values and stewardship, He tells His audience about the 

rich man and Lazarus. 
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i. Note again, the similar intro, “There was a rich man” (Luke 16:19, 1). 

ii. Many consider this a parable, but if it is, it is the only time Jesus uses proper names. 

iii. Either way, it would not blunt the point Jesus is trying to make. 

B. The two main characters make a striking comparison (Luke 16:19-22). 

i. The rich man had fine clothes, abundant food, and wanted for nothing. 

ii. Lazarus was poor, unhealthy, hungry, homeless – he had nothing (cp. Luke 15:16). 

iii. Even in death, it is the rich man who gets a proper burial. 

C. But after death, there is an even more striking comparison (Luke 16:23-26). 

i. The rich man is in Hades (Sheol) in anguish and has nothing. 

ii. Lazarus is reclining next to Abraham and wants for nothing (cp. John 13:23). 

iii. This reversal is final – there is no going back and no chance to change. 

D. Remember that Jesus is addressing the Pharisees, who were lovers of money and believed 

wealth was a sign of God’s favor (Deut. 28:3-4; Ps. 1:3-4).  

E. And it is quite possible that in their minds, someone like Lazarus, who was impoverished, might 

be a sign of God’s displeasure (John 9). 

F. But again, this is a gross misunderstanding of the Law and the Prophets which called for people 

to care for the poor (Lev. 19:9-10; Deut. 15:7-11; Isa. 58:5-7). 

G. And Jesus’ focus on the Scriptures is why the story doesn’t end here (Luke 16:17). 

H. The rich man desperately wants someone to come back from the dead to warn his brothers so 

they will avoid sharing his fate (Luke 16:27-32). 

i. But the answer is no – they must rely on the Scriptures. 

ii. If they do not hear the Scriptures, they will not listen to one even if they came back 

from the dead. 

I. Of course, as we journey on with Luke, we will see all Jesus says and does is according to 

Scripture  (Luke 24:25-27, 44-49; Acts 2:16-36). 

J. Jesus’ message to the Pharisees and all who are like them is to wake up and repent, to believe 

and follow Him. 

i. Those that do will find themselves in the company of those like Lazarus. 

ii. Those that don’t will suffer an eternity away from God’s presence. 

iii. Those who will not heed God’s will revealed in His word and in Christ have no excuse. 

K. Today, we should be investing in “heavenly treasures” instead of “earthly treasures” using 

what God has blessed us with to bless others  (Matt. 6:19-24; Luke 16:13). 

L. Instead of being lovers of money, let us be lovers of God and of those made in His image (1 

John 3:16-18; Jas. 2:14-16). 

M. Let us remember that our stewardship of material possessions and wealth is a test of our 

character, values, and ultimately our loyalty, devotion, and faith in God (Luke 16:11-12). 

CONCLUSION 
1. Like the rich man, God has given us all we need to know Him and love Him and love like He loves. 
2. We have not only the Law and the Prophets, but God’s final revelation in the New Testament.  
3. If we will hear Him, then we can put on a heart of compassion and be rich toward God (Luke 12:21). 
4. If we will hear Him, then we can come to faith and repent and be saved (Rom. 10:17; 1:16). 
5. May we never ridicule the Lord, but humbly trust His word and obey His will (1 Tim. 6:10, 17-19). 


