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INTRODUCTION 
1. Psalm 66 is the second in a series of psalms that are called songs that focus on thanksgiving and praise 

to God (Ps. 65-68). 
2. Let us consider this psalm which reminds us of our need to meditate on God’s great love and mercy in 

Christ and to praise Him for His awesome deeds. 

DISCUSSION 
I. SHOUT FOR JOY, ALL THE EARTH 

A. The end of Psalm 65 was a picture of the earth being cared for by God, with the meadows and 

valleys pictured as shouting and singing for joy (Ps. 65:13). 

B. And here in the very first verse of Psalm 66, there is a call for all the earth to shout for joy to 

God (Ps. 66:1).  

i. The first word (shout) is an imperative. 

ii. It is used for a battle cry or for victory (Ps. 41:11; 1 Sam. 10:24; 17:20). 

C. This is followed by two more imperatives; calls to sing and to give praise to God (Ps. 66:2). 

i. As some have observed, this verse lays out some principles for singing. 

ii. First, our songs should be concerned about praising God -  His name, character, and 

reputation (Ps. 23:3; 8:1; 148:13; 33:21). 

iii. Second, our praise to God should be glorious, genuine, and true. 

D. The fourth imperative is a call of what to say and why God should be praised by everything 

under all creation (Ps. 66:3-4). 

i. God’s character is revealed in His awesome (fearsome) deeds. 

ii. This pictures not only God’s power to save but also to judge which should produce 

great reverence from all the earth (Ps. 22:27-28; 65:8). 

E. In the second stanza, the psalmist invites all to come and see the awesome deeds of God (Ps. 

66:5-7). 

i. The deeds in view are God’s power displayed to redeem Israel from slavery in Egypt 

when the crossed the Red Sea (Exod. 14:21-31). 

ii. Also, there is the possibility that the crossing into Jordan is in view too (Josh. 3:14-17). 

iii. While it is easy to get lost in the idea that this liberation was just about Israel, we 

should remember that it was actually one more step in God’s great plan to redeem all 

the “children of man” (Ps. 66:5; Gen. 12:1-3; Ps. 67:1-2). 

F. Sadly, many still do not praise God even though He has demonstrated His power in Creation, 

the Exodus, the Conquest, and countless deeds (Rom. 1:20-21). 

G. Today, we should reflect on the New Exodus God effected for all humanity from sin in Jesus 

and praise God and rejoice (Matt. 20:28; Rev. 5:9-10; Rom. 6:17-23). 

H. All should gratefully, joyfully, and reverently come to Him now before the day when even the 

ungodly will bow  (Phil. 2:10-11;Matt. 10:28; 2 Cor. 5:9-10). 

 

II. BLESS OUR GOD, O PEOPLES 

A. The psalmist is continuing to  narrow his focus from all the earth to the nation of Israel or 

perhaps even all nations to bless and praise God (Ps. 66:8). 

i. Notice again how the stanza begins with imperatives (Bless, heard). 

ii. Also notice the collective pronouns (our, us). 
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B. Why is he calling for God to be blessed and praised? 

C. The psalmist turns from the distant past to more recent examples of God’s awesome deeds in 

the lives of His people (Ps. 66:9-12). 

i. Notice the themes here – God’s protection and deliverance. 

ii. But also, along the way there was suffering, affliction, and testing. 

D. There are many examples of this throughout the history of Israel. 

i. In the days of Hezekiah, when the Assyrians threatened Israel down through the time 

of the Judah’s captivity in Babylon. 

ii. The psalmist sees these times of affliction as God’s discipline to refine and bring them 

back to Him (Job 23:8-10; Isa. 1:25;  48:10). 

iii. Through every trial, God was with His people, working to preserve a faithful remnant 

(Isa. 43:1-7; Ps. 23:5). 

E. As it was for Israel of old, so  it is today for God’s people in Christ. 

F. We know that God is in control and that He holds us in hand and sustains us. 

G. Today God will allow us to go through times of struggle and trial and we too must look beyond 

it and know He is there (Jas. 4:15; Job 1:21). 

H. And because of Jesus, even in suffering, we can bless and praise God knowing that He will bring 

us through trials and in Him we can be better on the other side (Rom. 5:3-5; Jas. 1:2-4; Heb. 

12:3-11; Rom. 8:28). 

 

III. LISTEN WHILE I PRAISE THE LORD 

A. But God’s care and deliverance is not just focused on all the earth, Israel alone, or all the 

nations of mankind. 

B. The psalmist turns from these to his own personal individual thanksgiving and praise for God’s 

deliverance when he was in trouble (Ps. 66:13-15). 

i. We don’t know the occasion of this distress, but it must have been significant. 

ii. Burnt offerings were different than other sacrifices in that no one ate any portion of it, 

the entire offering was sacrificed to God. 

iii. Because of God’s deliverance, the psalmist repays his vow and offers a lavish and 

costly sacrifice of rams, bulls, and goats (1 Sam. 1:10-11; Eccl. 5:4-6).  

C. This personal praise breaks forth in yet another call, not to come and see, but to come and 

hear what the Lord has done for him personally  (Ps. 66:16-20). 

i. If he had been living in sin, then God wouldn’t have heard his prayer (Prov. 28:9). 

ii. But since he was innocent, God heard and answered his prayer (Ps. 17:3-7). 

D. God has offered the most lavish sacrifice in Jesus to redeem us, and, in love and gratitude, we 

should offer up ourselves as a living sacrifice (1 Pet. 1:15-19; Rom. 12:1-2; 1 John 1:9-10). 

E. As Christians who have been rescued by God from sin, we can and should glorify and praise 

God by sharing with others how God has rescued us in Christ (Mark 5:19-20; 1 Tim. 1:13-16). 

CONCLUSION 
1. Our God is an awesome God who is worthy of all our love and praise (Rev. 4:11; 5:9-10). 
2. May we join the psalmist in calling all the earth to come and give Him praise (Ps. 66:1-4). 
3. May God help us to give Him glory by telling others who He is and what He has done in Christ -  in 

heart, word, deed, in song in lives together as a church, and in our personal walk with the Lord. 


