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Give Your Heart to Jesus, Matthew 5.17–48 (Part 1) 
Matthew 5.17–20, explanation and CTA. How can our righteousness possibly exceed the “extra-super-holy 
people”?! (Sally Lloyd-Jones, in Pennington) 

Begin with the end: Matthew 5.48. Explanation of “perfect” (teleios). 

Not flawless; never means flawless: “Blameless living is living according to the purpose of the Creator, in har-
mony with fellow creatures and with integrity, openness, and obedience toward God. The concept of 
tāmîm/teleios connotes blamelessness, not flawlessness, so that human righteousness in the Old Testament 
is to be understood as a performance target” (Kent Browers, quoted in Pennington, 76.) 

Patrick Hartin identifies three essential aspects of teleios (quoted in Pennington, 76): 

1. the idea of wholeness or completeness; 
2. the giving of oneself to God wholeheartedly, akin to ṣaddîq (righteous); 
3. wholehearted dedication that is demonstrated in obedience to God’s will, the idea of walking with God. 

1 Kings 8.61, “wholly, true heart” (ESV) / “perfect heart” (KJV); 1 Kings 15.14, not flawless, but perfect (KJV) / 
blameless; cp. 1 Chronicles 28.9. 

Read Matthew 5.21–47. Explanation of how the six examples of 5.21–47 are practical examples of teleios and 
the point(s) of 5.17–20. 

Recap of plan and CTA. External vs internal. Going through the motions. 

Why is this difficult? 

Insecurity, fear, shame, pain, regret, guilt—so it is easier to keep everyone, including God, at a safe distance. 

One of the easiest ways to keep God at a distance is to be heavily involved with a local church. Going through 
the externals helps us feel justified and we tell ourselves everything is ok, all the while not being whole and 
giving our heart to God. 

Others of us avoid looking inside at our hearts by 

• performing (acting like everything is good on the inside) 
• being uptight (blowing up on other people) 
• feeling apathy (just giving up, focus on something else) 
• serving (being really involved in doing good for others so that we don’t focus on ourselves and 

what’s going on inside of us) 
• being actively involved in some cause against various evils in the world (abortion, politics, etc.) 
• busyness / escape (so we never have to look inside) 

God cares about what we do. This is true. What we do matters. It is wrong to murder and to commit adultery. 
But simply avoiding those wrong things isn’t enough. God cares about what we do, but he cares primarily 
about what’s going on inside of us, in our hearts. 

But this is hard. 

It is much easier to go through the motions and not open up to what’s going on inside of us. This may cause 
some to walk away, like the Pharisees did. But there is no wholeness there, there is no shalom, there is no life. 
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This wholeness and true life only come when we are willing to allow God to cut us open, to expose our hearts, 
to cut out the roots of anger, lust, pride, bad attitudes, etc. Only then can we experience true life in Jesus. 
Only then can we FEEL whole and complete. Only then can we be whole and complete. 

God already knows what’s going on in our hearts. We can’t hide these things from him. Jesus is preaching this 
sermon striving to get at our hearts already knowing the struggles and brokenness we have inside of us. 

Despite knowing all those things, he is inviting us to be with him, to experience true life, wholeness, com-
pleteness, in him. He is not trying to shame us. He came to die for us, knowing fully what our hearts are like. 

He is calling us, inviting us to let him change us, not just change what actions we do or don’t do, but to 
change us on the inside, by the power of the Holy Spirit and his word. 

Jesus has no interest in taping plastic fruit on a rotten tree (Pennington). He wants to transform us from the 
inside out. 

What does Jesus us want us to think and feel about these words of the sermon? 

Servais Pinckaers (Pursuit of Happiness God’s Way, 36–37): 

We can compare the work of the [the Sermon on the Mount] to that of a plow in the fields. Drawn 
along with determination, it drives the sharp edge of the plowshare into the earth and carves out, as 
the poets say, a deep wound, a broad furrow. And with the same movement the plow turns the earth 
over to uproot the weeds and prepares the ground for the seeds which will fall into the renewed soil 
to shelter there, to germinate, and to fructify. In the same way the word of the [Jesus] penetrates us 
with the power of the Holy Spirit in order to break up our interior soil. It cuts through us with the 
sharp edge of trials and with the struggles it provokes. It overturns our ideas and projects, reverses 
the obvious, thwarts our desires, and bewilders us, leaving us poor and naked before God. All this, in 
order to prepare a place within us for the seed of new life, the seed of the gospel, which will bear fruit 
a hundred-fold at harvest time if we have known how to welcome it and guard it with the patience of 
faith and tenacity of hope. 

Are you feeling the plow turning up the soil of your heart today? Will you give your heart to Jesus today? 

Note: some of the above thoughts are adapted from Jonathan Pennington’s The Sermon on the Mount and Human Flour-
ishing: A Theological Commentary (Baker Academic, 2017). 


