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INTRODUCTION 
1. Jesus is still talking with His disciples and the Pharisees while He journeys to Jerusalem (Luke 16:1, 14). 
2. He has talked about God’s love for the lost and the need to be rich towards God and to love others. 
3. Jesus will continue to press these points with a series of teachings that will help us all to see our need 

to cultivate a true faith and humility as we seek to follow Jesus and be good servants of God. 
 

DISCUSSION 
I. TEMPTATIONS TO SIN 

A. Jesus turns His focus away from the Pharisees and back to the disciples (Luke 17:1). 

B. In this first group of teachings, Jesus addresses two issues that can disrupt the unity and 

fellowship of the disciples.  

C. The first is being a source of temptation in the life of a brother or sister (Luke 17:1-2). 

i. His mention of “little ones” here reminds us that we will have people at various levels 

of knowledge and faith in the body of Christ (1 Cor.2:6; 3:1-2; Heb. 5:13; cp. Matt. 

18:6-7; Mark 9:42). 

ii. Jesus says it would be better to die than to become a stumbling block in the life of 

another believer.  

D. Therefore, Jesus says that the disciples need to be watchful and circumspect in how they live 

(Luke 17:3). 

E. The second issue He addresses that can be a problem among believers is when one sins against 

another brother or sister (Luke 17:3-4). 

i. When wronged, it would be easy to get mad and have nothing to do with someone. 

ii. But Jesus says instead one must go and rebuke them, which means to explain what 

they have done (Lev. 19:17).  

iii. And if that brother or sister repents, Jesus commands the disciple to forgive them 

(Matt. 6:14-15; 18:21-22). 

F. Now today, we will face these same challenges as disciples and Jesus tells us what we must do.  

G. While we have so much freedom in Christ as sons and daughters of the King, our liberty must 

never become a cause of stumbling in another (1 Cor. 8:1, 11-13; Rom. 14:13-21; 15:1-2).  

H. Nor must we be cavalier with how we handle the word of God lest we lead another astray (2 

Tim. 4:1-5; Acts 20:28-30). 

I. On the other hand, if one of us does violate the law of Christ, we must lovingly seek to rebuke 

them and bring them to repentance (Luke 13:3; Matt. 18:15-17). 

J. And the goal is to bring one another back into fellowship which requires us to forgive one 

another as God has forgiven us (Col. 3:12-13; Luke 6:37; 15:1-32). 

K. Do we appreciate that our relationship as disciples is based on the law of Christ and that how 

we live is not just our business but that it affects our brethren? 

L. Have we developed the kind of love that is able to give and receive a rebuke and can we 

forgive one another when repentance does take place? 

 

II. INCREASE OUR FAITH 

A. In response to Jesus’ teaching, the apostles ask Him for help to do what He has commanded  

(Luke 17:5)! 

i. Here, Luke draws our attention from the disciples to the Twelve (Luke 6:13; Acts 1:26). 



TEMPTATIONS, FORGIVENESS, FAITH, & DUTY – LUKE 17:1-10 

ROBISON STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST- EDNACHURCHOFCHRIST.ORG 2 
3/6/22 – 6:00 P.M. 

ii. Their request is for greater faith but what does that mean?  

iii. That they need greater faith than they already have?  

iv. That they don’t possess faith and need Jesus to give a gift of “faith?” 

v. Obviously, they have enough faith to follow Jesus so it must be a need for a greater, 

stronger faith. 

B. Jesus’ response indicates that it is not the amount or strength of one’s faith that matters, only 

the presence of faith in God (Luke 17:6). 

i. The mustard seed was one of the smallest seeds while the mulberry tree was large, 

had a vast root system, and could live hundreds of years (Matt. 13:31-32). 

ii. Jesus is using hyperbole to make the point that a tiny amount of faith can do great 

things. 

C. How many of us when reflecting on what the Lord calls us to do in His word have not felt the 

same as the apostles did here? 

D. Surrendering all to the Lord is not easy and it requires great trust (Luke 9:23-26; 14:33).  

E. Whether we are talking about freedom, repentance, forgiveness, etc. we must learn to walk by 

faith and believe that in Christ we can do God’s will  (2 Cor. 5:7; Phil. 4:13; Eph. 3:20).  

F. May we have the humility to recognize our need for true faith in Jesus (Mark 9:24). 

 

III. UNWORTHY SERVANTS  

A. Jesus’ final set of sayings in this section takes the form of a parable which is unique to Luke, 

and it addresses an issue that is intensely connected to faith, which is service (Luke 17:7-9). 

i. This parable opens like several other parables in Luke: with a question “Which of you” 

or “Will any one of you” (Luke 11:5-7; 14:31; 15:4, 8). 

ii. Jesus describes the life of a slave in a typical Greco-Roman house who labors in the 

field only to find himself waiting on the table of his master at the end of the day. 

iii. The servant will not eat until the master is served nor will he be thanked for his service 

because it is his duty to serve.  

B. Jesus says that this is the humble attitude that the disciples should have as they seek to serve 

God, which is a contrast with the Pharisees (Luke 17:10; 16:14-15; 18:12). 

i. God as Creator has every right to expect faithful service from each and every person. 

ii. Even Jesus humbled Himself and became a servant to God (Mark 10:45; Phil. 2:7). 

iii. Besides that, as those who have sinned against Him and have been shown mercy in 

Christ, we have a debt we can never repay (Luke 7:41-47). 

C. He has set us free from bondage so we can have a right relation with Him (Rom. 6:16-23). 

D. All of us stand before God as servants and children – none of us are loved less than another. 

E. Only by His grace are we saved, and we have no ground to boast except in the cross.  

F. True love, faith, and devotion to God should help us to come to the place where we feel an 

obligation to serve God because it is right (2 Cor. 5:14-15; 1 Cor. 15:10; Rom. 1:14; 1 Cor. 9:16). 

CONCLUSION 
1. God has called us into His family to be one with Him and with one another.  
2. In God’s family we must always take care not to lead others into sin, but when sin occurs, we must 

seek to take care of it, ready to rebuke it and forgive when repentance takes place. 
3. May we recognize the privilege we have to be a disciple and faithfully and humbly serve the Lord.  


