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INTRODUCTION 
1. There is an old saying about someone who can’t see the forest for the trees. 
2. This was a problem that emerges in Jesus’ conflicts with some of the Pharisees (Matt. 23:23-24). 
3. They failed to appreciate God’s priorities and sometimes we have the same struggle. 
4. In this lesson we want to consider an important fundamental Jesus stressed -  the issue of justice. 

 
DISCUSSION 

I. AND JUSTICE FOR ALL 

A. This phrase “and justice for all” is familiar to many of us who have been saying the Pledge of 

Allegiance since we were young children in school. 

B. But what does it mean? 

C. It is “the maintenance or administration of what is just especially by the impartial adjustment 

of conflicting claims or the assignment of merited rewards or punishments.”1 

D. In the Bible, it is “the abstract concept of the resulting state of proper judgment. In a legal 

sense, judgment refers to the process of defending the righteous and condemning the guilty.”2 

E. Justice, like love, has a wide variety of meanings depending on the context. 

i. It can be seen as a virtue where one is just, fair and impartial. 

ii. It is also connected with judgment and the administration of the law. 

iii. It is sometimes described as something that conforms to truth.  

F. What we are talking about and what Jesus is describing is in some ways a combination of all 

these;  the idea is loving what is just and right and hating what is wrong (Isa. 1:17; Jer. 22:3; 

Rom. 12:9). 

G. And it  doesn’t take a great deal of study to recognize that God is concerned about justice for 

all people. 

H. He has always commanded it in His Law and in every covenant He has made with humanity 

(Gen. 18:25; Exod. 23:1-9). 

I. He has always commended those who deal with others justly and condemned those who do 

not (Ps. 106:3; 112:5; Mal. 3:5; Deut. 27:19). 

J. And like love, justice is intimately tied to the nature and character of God.  

 

II. THE JUSTICE OF GOD 

A. Scripture stresses repeatedly that God is the ultimate example and standard of justice (Isa. 

40:14; Ps. 92:15). 

B. We can see this is true in God’s laws and in how He judges mankind. 

C. God impartially rewards what is good and just and He doesn’t overlook the sins of any person, 

regardless of who they are (Exod. 34:6-7; Matt. 5:45; 1 Pet. 1:17). 

i.  Unlike people, God doesn’t take bribes (Deut. 10:17). 

ii. He will never ever pervert the cause of justice (Gen 18:25). 

 
1 Merriam-Webster, I. (2003). In Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary. (Eleventh ed.). Merriam-Webster, 

Inc. 

2 Garrett, J. K. (2014). Justice. In D. Mangum, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, & R. Hurst (Eds.), Lexham Theological 

Wordbook. Lexham Press. 
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D. God’s justice is also infallible; He doesn’t make mistakes because nothing can be hidden from 

His sight (Heb. 4:13; Rom. 2:16; Luke 16:15). 

E. He demands justice for all and stands up to defend the poor, the oppressed, and the righteous 

(Mic. 6:8; Ps. 103:6; Rom. 8:33). 

F. And in contrast to man’s best efforts at justice, no one will escape the justice of God (Heb. 

12:23; 2 Cor. 5:9-10; Ps. 75). 

G. Yet, it often appears that from our vantage point God’s justice doesn’t come soon enough. 

H. Every day, we look around and the world doesn’t seem fair, and evil is certainly alive and well, 

and at times it seems the wicked seem to be having a good life (Mal. 2:17; Eccl. 8:11, 14).  

I. But God is not mocked, and strangely enough, God’s ultimate display and promise of justice is 

seen in the cross (Rom. 3:25-26; Gal. 6:7; Acts 17:31). 

J. Will we accept God’s conditions of pardon and escape His wrath in Christ, or will we spurn His 

grace and fall headlong into our just condemnation (2 Pet. 3:9; Rom. 1:16, 32; 2:5)? 

 

III. LOVING & DOING JUSTICE  

A. As New Testament Christians, if we truly love and serve the true and living God, we should love 

justice as much as He does (2 Cor. 7:11; Phil. 4:8). 

B. And just as God has always expected, His children should be seeking to be just, to do justice 

and to work for justice for all people (Mic. 6:8; Prov. 21:3; Matt. 23:23). 

C. How can we do that?  

D. We should continue to let God’s word and love transform our hearts and lives and seek to be 

just and do justice which means: 

i. We must love what is right and hate what is evil (Rom. 12:9). 

ii. We must not hold back from speaking out against evil (Eph. 5:11). 

iii. We must strive to always treat people right (Matt. 7:12; Rom. 13:10). 

E. And we must stive to do this in every area and relationship in our lives.  

i. In our homes with our spouses and children (Col. 3:18-21; Gen . 4:9-10). 

ii. In our communities, helping the needy and oppressed (Jas. 1:27; Prov. 29:7). 

iii. In our places of work, as employers and employees (Col. 3:22-4:1). 

iv. With those who are in government and courts of law (Rom. 13:1-4; 1 Pet. 2:13-17). 

v. And in our relationships with one another in the local church (Jas. 2:1-4, 12-13). 

F. Today there are many who feel oppressed and are crying out for justice.  

G. As God’s people, we must exercise wisdom and discernment as we labor for justice knowing 

that there is no earthly power or kingdom that is fully aligned with God or His will (John 18:36). 

H. Still, we must continue to act justly according to God’s will and labor as best we can to live that 

out before others (Matt. 5:13-16). 

CONCLUSION 
1. Jesus’ words to the Pharisees are a good reminder to keep our focus on the things that truly matter. 
2. When we labor to love and be just like the Father, we will not neglect to do any of God’s will. 
3. Though we sometimes doubt Gods’ justice, may the Lord help us to be patient and wait on the Lord 

(Rom. 12:19; 1 Thess. 4:6; 1 Pet. 2:19-23).   
4. Let us live in a way that we are prepared to see God’s justice on that day when He finally sets all things 

right (Acts 17:31; Rev. 20:13; 2 Cor. 5:9-10; Amos 5:24). 


