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INTRODUCTION 
1. Psalm 67 continues the series of psalms that are called songs (Ps. 65-68). 
2. It is a psalm of thanksgiving that reminds us that the goal of seeking blessing from God is not 

just for us, but also that others might be blessed, and that God might be glorified. 

DISCUSSION 
I. MAKE YOUR FACE SHINE UPON US 

A. In the previous psalm, the opening was a call to all the earth to rejoice and praise God 

for His awesome name and deeds (Ps. 66:1-4). 

B. The psalmist then narrows his focus from all the earth to Israel and the nations and then 

finally himself. 

C. This psalm opens with a prayer for God to bless the psalmist and his people, who are the 

nation of Israel (Ps. 67:1). 

i. In this invocation, the psalmist asks God for three things. 

ii. That God would be gracious, that He would bless, and that He would make His 

face shine upon them. 

D. Each of these requests, and especially the third one, echo the priestly blessing that God 

spoke to Moses for Aaron to bless the people (Num. 6:24-26). 

i. To ask for God’s face to shine on the people is to ask for His presence. 

ii. When God hides His face, His presence is withdrawn (Ps. 44:23-24). 

iii. When God doesn’t hide His face, it signals His presence and favor (Ps. 31:16; 

119:35). 

E. But why does the psalmist call for God’s grace and blessing and presence? 

F. It is for the purpose of Israel being a channel to spread God’s blessings (Ps. 67:2). 

i. That God’s ways (His nature, character) be made known to all nations. 

ii. And that God’s saving power (i.e. Exodus) be made known to all nations. 

G. Scripture reminds us of how abundant and bountiful God’s grace is. 

H. We see Him providing abundantly for His people far more than they deserve and this is 

abundantly true in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:4; 2 Cor. 1:3; Heb. 4:14-16). 

I. Even more, He desires to have fellowship, a relationship with His people in Christ (Eph. 

1:7-10) 

J. Today as God’s people, who among us doesn’t long for God’s blessing, His grace, and 

presence in our lives? 

K. Who among us doesn’t pray to God and ask for His favor when we have need? 

L. But do we ever consider that His blessings shouldn’t be just about us? 

M. Do we realize that as God’s people we are blessed to be a blessing (Gen. 12:3)? 

N. God help us to pray with a view that all might know His ways and saving power (Titus 

2:11; 1 Pet. 2:9-10). 

 

II. LET THE PEOPLES PRAISE YOU 

A. Here in the second stanza, the writer begins and ends with a prayer that all the peoples 

of the nations praise God (Ps. 67:3, 5). 
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B. Not only is the psalmist praying for that but also that will they be glad and that they will 

sing for joy (Ps. 67:4). 

C. But how will the nations of the world come to know the God of Israel?  

i. How will God’s blessings come to be known in all the word? 

ii. And why should the nations come to know God and be glad and rejoice in Him 

and sing for joy? 

D. The key to this was seen in the first stanza, where we saw that the psalmist was praying 

for God’s way to be known among the nations (Ps. 67:2, 4). 

i. Creation is a testimony to the existence of God to all (Rom. 1:20).  

ii. In the same way, when people can see the presence, power, and blessing of God 

and His word in His people, it is another testimony to the nations (Ps. 23:3; 1 

Cor. 14:25; Isa. 45:14; Zech. 8:23). 

E. But it isn’t just the blessings and guidance of God that should move people to know and 

rejoice in Him. 

F. God’s reign and rule will bring not only joy, but also justice (Ps. 67:2, 4). 

i. As we noted in the previous psalm, God is not blind to injustice, and He will 

answer in His time (Gal. 6:9; Prov. 14:34; Isa. 5:20; Ps. 58:11). 

ii. And unlike humanity, God will judge all fairly and impartially (Ps. 9:8; Rom. 2:6-

11; Acts 10:34-35; see Exod. 34:6-7; Isa. 11:1-9). 

G. Just as Israel was meant to be a light to the nations, so are God’s people today (1 Pet. 

2:9-10; Matt. 5:13-16). 

H. Do we claim to love and follow the Lord? 

I. Do our lives show His presence, power, and blessing? 

J. Are we a help or a hindrance to God in bringing the gospel to all people so all the 

nations will praise the Lord (Rom. 10:14-15; cp. Acts 1:8; Matt. 28:18-20)? 

 

III. GOD WILL BLESS US 

A. In the third and final stanza of this short psalm, the psalmist comes back to the people 

of Israel and prays about the harvest (Ps. 67:6). 

B. Again, for Israel, this abundant harvest was a sign of God’s favor, and a part of the 

covenant promises of being His people (Deut. 28:1-6; Ps. 85:12; Lev. 26:4; Ezek. 34:27). 

C. And again, the psalmist closes how he began, that God’s blessing is not just about Israel 

but about all the nations coming to know and fear Him (Ps. 67:7; 22:27). 

D. Today God continues to bless His people in Christ (John 1:16; Eph. 1:3; Rom. 8:28-39). 

E. Let us join the psalmist and seek His blessings and then share them with others so that 

they too may come to fear and rejoice in Jesus (John 4:35; 12:20-24; Isa. 55:10-11). 

CONCLUSION 
1. The world has a great need to come and to know the Lord. 
2. God’s hope is that all will turn to Him in Christ and be saved (John 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:4). 
3. May we faithfully serve the Lord that we may be blessed and be a blessing to draw others to 

Him (Matt. 5:13-16; Deut. 28:1).  


