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INTRODUCTION 
1. Our God is an awesome God whose wonders should never cease to amaze and impress us (Job 5:8-9). 
2. The majestic beauty of creation and the intricate designs and working of the universe are astonishing. 
3. But for the child of God there is no greater wonder than the spiritual blessings, the redemption that 

God has offered in Jesus.  
4. Is there one among us who has never stopped to wonder about God’s grace and asked, “Why me, 

Lord” (Ps. 8:3-4)? 
5. The hymn, “And Can It Be?” by Charles Wesley, helps us to both consider and praise God for His 

amazing love in Christ. 
  

DISCUSSION 
I. THE SAVIOR’S BLOOD 

A. “And can it be that I should gain An int'rest in the Savior's blood? Died He for me, who caused 

His pain? For me, who Him to death pursued? Amazing love! how can it be That Thou, my God, 

should die for me?” 

B. This verse causes us to visualize and ponder why the Lord would shed His blood – not just for 

those “sinners” but for us personally.  

C. Scripture reveals that Jesus died because of human sin which means our own sins (Isa. 53:5-6; 

1 Cor. 15:3).  

D. Despite our sin and our scorn for God’s love, He was willing to go to the cross for you and me 

(Rom. 5:6-8; John 15:13). 

E. And it is only by His blood that we are saved from sin and God’s wrath (1 Pet. 2:24; Eph. 1:7; 

Rev. 1:5). 

 

II. THE STRANGE DESIGN 

A. “Tis mystery all! Th'Immortal dies! Who can explore His strange design? In vain the firstborn 

seraph tries To sound the depths of love divine! 'Tis mercy all! let earth adore, Let angel minds 

inquire no more. “ 

B. But if, as the first stanza points out, that Christ is God, then how can He die? 

C. Yet, Scripture reveals that the one who was with and is God became flesh so He might save us 

(John 1:1, 14, 29)! 

D. This was God’s plan or design from eternity (2 Tim. 1:9). 

E. No one understood this plan, not even the angels (1 Pet. 1:12; 1 Cor. 2:7-9). 

F. Praise God for His great mercy with which He loves us (1 Pet. 1:3; Titus 3:5). 

 

III. THE INFINITE GRACE 

A. “He left His Father's throne above, So free, so infinite His grace; Emptied Himself of all but love, 

And bled for Adam's helpless race; 'Tis mercy all, immense and free; For, O my God, it found out 

me.” 

B. In this third stanza, we again see the glory that Christ freely sacrificed for our redemption, 

emptying Himself to become one of us (Phil. 2:5-8; 1 Tim. 3:16). 

C. And again, we are reminded that without Him we were helpless and hopeless (Eph. 2:1-5, 11-

12). 

D. But because of God’s infinite and amazing grace and mercy in Jesus, we can be saved from sin 

and death (Rom. 5:6; 15; Eph. 2:8). 
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IV. THE FREEDOM  

A. “Long my imprisoned spirit lay Fast bound in sin and nature's night; Thine eye diffused a 

quick'ning ray, I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; My chains fell off, my heart was free; I 

rose, went forth and followed Thee.” 

B. Our redemption and freedom are the focus of this stanza. 

C. Once we have scorned the Father’s love, we are enslaved and under the bondage of sin (John 

8:34; Rom. 6:16). 

D. By using imagery reminiscent of Peter’s deliverance from a prison cell, we are reminded that in 

Christ we too can be set free (Rom. 6:17-18; Acts 12:6-11; cp. Isa. 42:7 ). 

E. By God’s grace and the blood of Jesus we are released from the prison of sin, guilt, and the 

wrath to come (Col. 1:13; Acts 26:18; Gal. 5:1). 

 

V. THE FORGIVENESS  

A. “Still the small inward voice I hear, That whispers all my sins forgiven; Still the atoning blood is 

near, That quenched the wrath of hostile Heaven. I feel the life His wounds impart; I feel the 

Savior in my heart.” 

B. Because of the reality of the Lord’s resurrection and what God has promised in His word we 

can  know our sins are forgiven (1 Cor. 15:1-3; Heb. 8:12; 10:17-18). 

C. And we know that as long as we walk with the Lord, that atoning and cleansing blood is always 

near (1 John 1:5-10).  

D. While our faith is not governed or grounded in emotions and feelings, the truth  and promises 

of Scripture should move us to feel joy, hope, and thankfulness for what God is doing for His 

children in Jesus (Rom. 8:28; Eph. 3:17; Phil. 4:4). 

 

VI. THE CROWN  

A. “No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in Him is mine! Alive in Him, my living Head, And 

clothed in righteousness divine, Bold I approach th'eternal throne, And claim the crown, 

through Christ my own.” 

B. Forgiven and liberated from bondage, the Scripture assures the Christian that there is no 

condemnation for one who is in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:1). 

C. Because of His cleansing blood, we can be righteous before God (Rev. 6:11; 7:14). 

D. In Him, we know that we have eternal life with God (1 John 5:11). 

E. In Him, we can boldly come to the throne now and in eternity we will claim the crown He has 

promised for those who love Him (Heb. 4:16; Jas. 1:12; Rev. 2:10; 3:11).  

CONCLUSION 
1. In some arrangements of this hymn, the last two lines of each stanza are the chorus, but most have us 

sing the refrain, “Amazing love! how can it be That Thou, my God, should die for me?” 

2. That is a good question to ask (Ps. 8:3-4). 

3. While we may ponder that question sometime, we can know that God does love us because of the life 

He has offered all in Jesus (John 3:16; 1 John 2:2). 

4. May God help us to never cease to be in awe of the wonder of His amazing love in Jesus. 


