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INTRODUCTION 
1. Now for the third time, Luke reminds us, the reader, that Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem, to face His 

death on the cross (Luke 17:11; 13:22; 9:51). 
2. And here he gives an account that is unique to the gospel of Luke, the healing of ten lepers. 
3. Let us consider this story that reminds us of God’s great compassion and our need to express our 

praise and gratitude for His amazing love in Jesus. 
 

DISCUSSION 
I. TEN LEPERS CLEANSED 

A. At this stage of His journey, Luke makes the note that Jesus is again passing between Samaria 

and Galilee (Luke 17:11). 

i. Samaria was located between Galilee and Judea which is where Jerusalem is, which is 

Jesus’ ultimate destination. 

ii. Scholars debate what Luke intends here by his words, “along between” but some think 

Jesus is moving east to west along the valley of Jezreel. 

iii. Putting Samaria first is interesting considering the animosity between Jews and 

Samaritans (John 4:9; 8:48). 

B. As Jesus comes to a certain village, He encounters ten lepers (Luke 17:12).  

i. It was not uncommon for lepers to form colonies or groups since they were isolated 

from society (2 Kings 7:3). 

ii. And as the Law required, they kept themselves away from others who weren’t afflicted 

with their condition (Lev. 13:45-46; Num. 5:2). 

C. But despite not being able to come close, they get as close as they can and beg Jesus for mercy 

(Luke 17:13). 

i. Having no doubt heard about Jesus’ power and compassion, these lepers aren’t asking 

Him for charity, but for healing (Luke 5:12-13). 

ii. But will Jesus still be merciful, considering all the opposition and rejection He has 

faced? 

D. Jesus tells them to go and show themselves to the priests (Luke 17:14). 

i. Jesus’ command to go to the priests after healing was what the Law required (Lev. 

14:1-32). 

ii. But Luke points out that the healings didn’t occur until after they left Jesus and began 

their journey to the priests. 

E. Jesus’ request calls for these ten lepers to have faith. 

i. It is no coincidence that this account sounds a lot like Elisha’s healing of Naaman the 

leper (2 Kings 5:10-14). 

ii. But instead of “go and wash”, it is “go and show.” 

F. Rejection and opposition didn’t stop Jesus from extending compassion to those who sought 

mercy from Him then and it won’t stop Him now (Matt. 11:28-30; Rom. 3:23; Mark 16:15-16). 

G. But will you and I have the faith to trust and obey Jesus so we may be “healed” (Rom. 10:17; 

Jas. 2:24-26; Luke 6:46)? 

 

II. ONE FOREIGNER RETURNS 

A. But one of these men, realizing he has been healed, turns back (Luke 17:15-16). 
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i. The man praises God for His mercy and healing (Luke 5:25). 

ii. Not only does he praise God, but praises Him with a loud voice (Luke often uses this 

phrase - Luke 4:33; 8:28 19:37; 23:23, 46; Acts 7:57, 60; 8:7; 14:10; 16:28; 26:24). 

iii. The man falls on his face before Jesus; which is a posture of reverence and respect 

(Luke 5:12; 8:41; Acts 9:4; 10:25). 

iv. And then the man gives thanks to Jesus (cp. Luke 22:17, 19; Acts 27:35; 28:15). 

B. And then, Luke reveals that this man, the only one who turned back and gave thanks, is a 

Samaritan (Luke 17:16-18)! 

i. But if this man was a Samaritan, why did Jesus send him to the priests since he was not 

subject to the Law (John 4:9, 20)? 

ii. Also, since Jesus told the men to go to the priests, why is He surprised or perhaps even 

disappointed that none of the others came back? 

iii. Yet, Jesus marvels that only this man, who was not a Jew, came back. 

C. And the account ends with Jesus praising the faith of this Samaritan (Luke 17:19). 

i. Many have noted that there is something special about Jesus’ praise. 

ii. All the men had some faith, or they wouldn’t have been healed (Luke 5:20; 7:9, 50; 

8:48; 18:42). 

iii. But this word that is translated “made well” is also sometimes translated “to be saved” 

(Luke 19:10; cp. Luke 7:50; 8:48; 18:42). 

iv. This man trusted and obeyed and returned to acknowledge his faith in Jesus. 

v. Again, we have an echo of Naaman who was not only healed, but came to faith in the 

true God (2 Kings 5:15-19). 

D. This account teaches us an important lesson and especially those of us who profess to be 

disciples of Jesus.  

E. God’s people should never take God’s love, blessings, and mercy for granted. 

i. Ten people were blessed by God but only one, one who wasn’t even considered to be 

one of God’s people, praised God and gave thanks (Luke 17:17-18). 

ii. Do we appreciate God like we should or has “duty…become privilege, and frequent 

favors … settled into blinding familiarity” (Mal. 1:13; Matt 24:12; Rev. 2:4)?1 

F. Instead of taking God for granted, we should count our blessings and be thankful (Eph. 5:20). 

G. When was the last time you considered just a few of the many reasons Scripture gives the 

believer for being thankful (Ps. 35:17-18; 52:8-9; 118:21; Rom. 6:17; 1 Cor. 15:57; 1 John 1:9)? 

H. May we all make the time to stop and reflect on God’s goodness and thank Him and praise Him 

both individually and as a church family together (Col. 3:15-17). 

CONCLUSION 
1. In this story, Jesus’ mercy is extended to one whom no one in Jesus’ day would expect – a Samaritan 

who was a leper. 
2. God shows us in His word that He wants a relationship with all people (John 3:16; Rev. 5:9-10). 
3. For those of us who have already made that choice, may we never tire of praising and thanking God. 
4. And if you have not chosen Jesus, we pray that the example of the Samaritan would move you to trust 

and obey and thank Jesus (Mark 16:15-16). 

 
1 Craddock, F. B. (1990). Luke (p. 203). John Knox Press. 
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