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INTRODUCTION 
1. Psalm 68 is the last of a series of psalms that are called songs (Ps. 65-68). 
2. Last week, we considered the first half of the psalm which focused on some of the past victories 

God won for His people from Egypt to the reign of King David. 
3. Now in the second half, the psalmist will turn our attention both to the present and to the future. 
4. And once again, we will see that God reigns and that even now when we see a world that is 

grappling with sin, evil and oppression, we should still have faith and hope. 
5. And we can rejoice in God’s power, love, and victory over all His enemies and the enemies of His 

people. 

DISCUSSION 
I. GOD IS THE GOD WHO SAVES 

A. At the sixth stanza, there is a shift from the past to the present (i.e. daily) and ultimately 

the future (Ps. 68:19-20) 

i. God has led His people to Zion and established their Kingdom with David and the 

ark is in the sanctuary, but His grace doesn’t end there. 

ii. God has and will continue to bear the burdens of His people despite their 

fickleness (Isa. 46:1-4; 63:9). 

B. One of the burdens God will relieve them from is the oppression of their enemies (Ps. 

68:21-23). 

i. “From Bashan to the sea” may be a way of expressing that God will gather their 

enemies from every place – they will not escape (Amos 9:1-3). 

ii. And He will bring their enemies together for judgment which is vividly pictured 

with the people walking on the blood of their foes (Ps. 58:10; Isa. 63:3, 6; Ezek. 

28:23). 

C. While Israel witnessed redemption from earthly foes, we who are God’s people know of an 

even greater salvation (Heb. 2:3). 

D. May we join them in praise to the God who saves and still bears our burdens and will give 

us victory in Jesus (1 Pet. 5:7; Rom. 12:19-21; Rev. 19:1-3, 17-21). 

 

II. GOD LEADS HIS PEOPLE IN TRIUMPH  

A. In the next stanza, in the wake of God’s victory, the psalmist describes the people going up 

in a victory procession (Ps. 68:24-25).  

i. Again, this is reminiscent of David’s procession with the ark (2 Sam. 6:5; 1 Chron. 

13:8; 15:16-28). 

ii. The women playing tambourines reminds us of Miriam and Jephthah’s daughter 

(Ex. 15:20; Judg. 11:34). 

B. As the procession goes along, the people cry out again in praise to God (Ps. 68:26-27). 

i. He is the source of their nation through their ancestor Jacob whom God called 

Israel (Deut. 33:28; Isa. 48:1; 51:1) 

ii. Benjamin and Judah are most likely mentioned to represent the southern Kingdom 

while Zebulun and Naphtali represent the north.  

C. Today by God’s grace, those in Christ are the Israel of God (Gal 6:16; Rom.  4:12; 9:6–8). 
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D. And we have every reason to praise King Jesus as He leads us on in His victory procession 

(John 12:12–19; cp. 2 Cor. 2:14-16; Col. 2:15) 

 

III. GOD WILL REIGN OVER THE NATIONS  

A. The next stanza is another climax in this psalm as the psalmist calls on God to use His 

power and might to subdue the nations once again (Ps. 68:28-29). 

i. Many prophecies speak of God reclaiming the nations (Isa. 60). 

ii. They picture them streaming into Jerusalem, where God’s temple was and where 

the King of Israel reigns (Isa. 2:2-4; Hag. 2:7-8). 

B. The psalmist calls on God to rebuke and scatter Israel’s enemies (Ps. 68:30-31). 

i. While some are divided about who the beasts and bulls represent, these nations 

are depicted as beasts who delight in destroying other nations in war. 

ii. Among these are great nations, like Egypt, the  historical foe of Israel, but also far 

away nations like Cush (cp. Ps. 87:4; Isa. 45:14; Zeph. 3:10). 

C. As we look back today, none of those ancient powers that resisted God and His power 

remain – all have been judged and ended (Dan. 4:17). 

D. But even greater than this is the knowledge that in Christ, God has and will continue to 

draw all nations to Himself, and all will acknowledge Him in Christ (Gen. 12:1-3; Rev. 5:9-

10; Phil. 2:10-11; Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21). 

 

IV. GOD IS WORTHY OF ALL GLORY & PRAISE 

A. Here in the final stanza, the psalmist ends the way he began, with calls for praise to God 

(Ps. 68:32-33). 

i. But this time the call is not for Israel alone (Ps. 68:1-6). 

ii. This time it is universal to all the nations and kingdoms of the earth. 

B. They should ascribe power and glory to God, who is the God of Israel and whose power 

and strength are awesome and beyond compare (Ps. 68:34-35). 

i. To ascribe means to acknowledge God’s power and greatness (Ps. 29:1). 

ii. His awesome deeds of old are powerful reminders that none should spurn His 

mercy while there is time to repent and turn (Ps. 65:5; 47:2). 

C. Oh, that all would heed the words of the psalmist and come to Jesus today (Ps. 2). 

D. Blessed be the God of Israel, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has moved to have 

mercy on all despite our sins (1 Tim. 2:4; John 3:16; 1 John 2:2). 

CONCLUSION 
1. Today perhaps we struggle to embrace the message of this psalm since there are still clear 

reminders that all the enemies of God’s people have not been scattered. 
2. But this psalm reminds us that what we need to endure this struggle is God’s strength (Ps. 68:35; 

Eph. 6:10). 
3. And it reminds us that as surely as God overcame Israel’s foes of old, He will give us victory in the 

future over every foe, including sin, Satan, and all that is evil (Eph. 6:11-20; Col. 2:13-15). 


