
FUNDAMENTALS OF FAITH: FAITHFULNESS – MATTHEW 23:23-24 

ROBISON STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST- EDNACHURCHOFCHRIST.ORG 1 
6/19/22 – 10:30 A.M. 

INTRODUCTION 
1. “Many a man proclaims his own steadfast love, but a faithful man who can find?” (Proverbs 20:6, ESV)  

2. Today there is a great need for people that we can rely on to be true to their word, to demonstrate 
good character and integrity in their lives in every aspect of our society. 

3. This is another important fundamental that Jesus stressed for His disciples (Matt. 23:23-24). 

4. What is faithfulness and why does God want us to be faithful? 
DISCUSSION 

I. FAITHFULNESS & FAITH 

A. Now that question should clue us into how and what Jesus is speaking of here. 

B. In several translations this verse reads “faith” (KJV, NKJV, NRSV, NLT) instead of “faithfulness” 

(ESV, NASB, NIV, NET, CSB).  

C. And the truth is that the Greek word pistis can be rendered both ways in English and while 

these are two different ideas, they are closely related..  

D. Faith is the “state of believing on the basis of the reliability of the one trusted,”1  the 

“conviction of the truth of anything”2  (Heb. 11:1, 6; John 8:24). 

E. And faithfulness is “the state of being someone in whom confidence can be placed”3 or 

“maintaining faith or allegiance; showing a strong sense of duty or conscientiousness.”4 

F. While faith is a confident belief or trusting in someone/something, faithfulness is living in 

accord with that belief.  

G. You see, faith leads to faithfulness.  

H. If one truly has faith that God is the only true and living God, and that Jesus is His Son, then 

they will live a life of love and devotion to God that reflects that truth. 

I. That is what Jesus is speaking of (Matt. 23:23 cp.  Mic. 6:8; Zech. 7:9-10).  

J. What He is calling for is a sincere “relationship with God or fellow human beings; seen in … 

loyalty, devotion and service.”5 

K. But why should anyone be faithful to God? 

 

II. THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD 

A. God’s expectation of faithfulness is rooted in the fact that He is Himself faithful (Num. 23:19). 

B. He always acts in a way that is consistent with His nature, character, and word which should 

inspire human beings to respond in kind  (2 Tim. 2:11-13). 
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C. As many have noted, His faithfulness and His covenant love are intimately related (Exod. 34:6; 

Deut. 7:9; Ps. 25:10; 85:10). 

D. Throughout the Old Testament we see God’s faithfulness in His promises and in His 

relationship with the nation of Israel. 

i. Whether we are speaking of His promises to Abraham or His promises to punish the 

people of Judah with exile, God is faithful (Gen. 12:2-3; 21:1-2; Jer. 25:8-11) 

ii. Even in the face of the people’s persistent rebellion, God reminds them of His love and 

faithfulness to them (Hos. 2:20). 

E. In the New Testament, God continues to manifest His faithfulness to all mankind as their 

Creator (Matt. 5:45). 

F. And as with justice and mercy, this is most clearly seen in God’s plan of redemption in Jesus 

(Acts 13:32-33; Gal. 4:4; 1 Tim. 2:6; 1 Cor. 10:13). 

G. Not only that but in Jesus, God even gives us a model for faithfulness (Rev. 1:5; 3:14; 19:11). 

H. God’s faithfulness is great, and He will always be steadfast in His love for those who are His 

(Lam. 3:23; Ps. 136). 

 

III. OUR FAITHFULNESS TO GOD 

A. As those who were once far off and without hope and have now been brought near by the 

blood of God’s Son, how should we respond to God’s faithfulness? 

B. As it was in the days of the nation of Israel, today God calls Christians to respond to His 

faithfulness with faithfulness (1 Cor. 15:58; Gal. 5:22). 

C. This calls for us to be faithful to God in faith, love, devotion, worship, and service.  

D. It is not enough to simply believe in Him (Jas. 2:19). 

E. We must demonstrate faithfulness (loyal love) to Him in what we think, say, and do. 

F. This is what Jesus did. 

G. This is what the heroes of faith like Abraham did (Jas. 2:20-26). 

H. This is what it means to “walk humbly with your God” (Mic. 6:8; Zech. 7:9-10). 

I. And as we observed in Jesus’ words in Matthew 23, it is more than just “dotting the i’s and 

crossing the t’s.”  

J. It encompasses not only our worship to God, but also our service and relationships with others. 

i. Faithfulness in marriage (Heb. 13:4; Eph. 5:33). 

ii. Faithfulness in all family relationships (1 Tim. 5:4, 8). 

iii. Faithfulness in serving others (Gal. 6:10; 1 Pet. 4:10). 

iv. Faithfulness in prayer (Rom. 1:9-10; 12:12). 

v. Faithfulness in giving (2 Cor. 8:7-11; 9:6-8).  

vi. Faithfulness in knowing and teaching the word of God (2 Tim. 2:15). 

K. These are a small sample of some of the ways we manifest faithfulness to God.  

L. Think about all the ways you can and should show your faithfulness to God. 

M. Are there obstacles that are getting in the way of your faithfulness?  

CONCLUSION 
1. Faithfulness is hard to find in this world (Prov. 20:6). 
2. But God has been and will always be faithful (2 Tim. 2:11-13; 2 Cor. 1:18-19). 
3. May God’s faithfulness move us to respond in faithfulness to Him and others (Matt. 23:23; Hab. 2:4). 


