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INTRODUCTION 
1. In our last study in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus taught about the two-fold nature of the Kingdom, that it is 

already here, but not fully realized (Luke 17:20-37). 
2. He impressed upon the disciples the need to both enter the Kingdom now and to be prepared for His 

coming though it may not come at the time they expect or desire (Luke 17:22). 
3. In this section, Jesus speaks into that longing reminding all disciples about the importance of 

perseverance and prayer in two parables. 
 
DISCUSSION 

I. THE PARABLE OF THE PERSISTENT WIDOW 

A. This parable and the parable that follows are unique to Luke. 

B. And unlike some of the parables, Luke’s introductory remarks make the meaning of the parable 

plain to us. 

C. In this first parable, Jesus is trying to impress upon the disciples their need to pray and not lose 

heart (Luke 18:1). 

i. Remember that He has just spoken to them about the final judgment. 

ii. While the disciples were wondering about when and where this would take place, 

Jesus told them it would be sudden and not when they would long for it (Luke 17:22). 

D. So, Jesus gives a parable about a judge and a widow (Luke 18:2-5). 

i. The parable presents a dilemma between the powerful and the powerless. 

ii. Though the woman has no social standing, her persistent pleas for justice move the 

judge to act on her behalf.  

E. Jesus’ application is straightforward and simple  (Luke 18:6-8). 

i. It is an argument from the lesser to the greater.  

ii. If the unrighteousness judge would answer the widow’s persistent pleas, then surely 

God, who is great and merciful, will vindicate His people if they persist in crying to Him. 

F. As we will see, this is really the main thrust of both of these parables – prayer and vindication. 

G. No doubt some of us can relate to those who, like in Luke’s original audience, feel powerless 

and oppressed by a hostile culture/world. 

H. As we continue to wait for the coming of the Lord, our patience and faith may be challenged, 

dimmed, or eroded by suffering/persecution. 

I. We may wonder, like the original disciples, and those in Luke’s day, “How Long, O Lord?” (Ps. 

44:22-26). 

J. The challenge then is to trust in God’s vindication while trusting in His timing as to when that is 

best (2 Pet. 3:8-9). 

K. But Jesus’ second point of application is also significant – when God’s vindication comes, will 

He find the saints persevering in faith (Luke 18:8)? 

L. May we heed Jesus and be like the widow – persistently and patiently pleading with God to 

come and vindicate His people (Acts 4:23-31; Luke 11:5-8; cp. Luke 6:12; 22:44). 

M. And may we continue to be faithful to God as we await the Lord’s return (Titus 2:11-14; Heb. 

6:11-12; 2 Pet. 3:11-14; Rev. 21:7). 

 

II. THE PHARISEE & THE TAX COLLECTOR 
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A. What a comfort it is to know that when the time is right, God will vindicate His people and 

bring evil and sin to an end. 

B. That brings us to Jesus’ next parable, which deals with the question of who will be vindicated. 

C. Again, Luke’s introduction makes things plain. 

D. Jesus’ parable was directed to those who trusted in themselves, that they were righteous even 

while they treated others with contempt  (Luke 18:9). 

E. The parable contains two interesting characters a Pharisee and a tax collector (Luke 18:10-13). 

i. The Pharisees were, of course, scrupulous about the Law and moral purity and were 

frequent adversaries and targets of Jesus’ teaching. 

ii. And the Pharisee’s prayer seems arrogant and his contempt for the tax collector mean-

spirited, and yet his life goes above the Law’s requirements (cp. Ps. 17:3-5). 

iii. On the other hand, the tax collectors were seen as traitors who exploited their own 

people and were considered morally unclean. 

iv. But the tax collector’s prayer is simple and contrite even though his lifestyle is 

abhorrent to the Jewish people (cp. Ps. 51; Luke 5:27-32). 

F. What Jesus says next would have shocked His original audience. 

G. If anyone would have left the Temple justified it would have to be the Pharisee, but in a 

shocking reversal it is the tax collector (Luke 18:14)! 

i. And why does it turn out this way? 

ii. Jesus says it is because one was humble, and the other was not. 

H. As we stand here today, so far removed from the culture of Jesus’ day, it may be easy to turn 

this around and pray “God, I thank you that I am not like the Pharisee.” 

I. But that would be a mistake.  

i. The Pharisee’s desire to be holy was commendable but his failure was 1) trusting in 

himself and not God and 2) looking down on other people. 

ii. The tax collector’s lifestyle was deplorable but his humility and recognition that he 

needed God’s mercy was what ultimately justified him before God.  

J. “In Jesus’ story, what both receive is “in spite of,” not “because of.””1 

K. Today you and I should take heed to Jesus’ words. 

L. We need to understand that whatever hope we have for salvation is in Christ Jesus and not in 

the quantity, or quality of any good works we might do (Luke 17:10; Gal. 6:14-15; Eph. 2:8). 

M. But in no way does this mean that we should not strive to live a godly life and do what is 

pleasing to the Lord (Luke 6:46; John 14:15; 1 John 2:1-6). 

N. And yet at no time, can we become puffed up and look down on others who are made in God’s 

image, no matter how deplorable their behavior may seem. 

O. Instead, we need the humble heart of the tax collector, knowing that we are all sinners who 

stand in need of God’s grace and mercy (Rom. 3:23; Jas. 4:6, 10; 1 Pet. 5:5-9). 

CONCLUSION 
1. While we may not know when the Lord’s judgment will be, we know He is merciful and long suffering.  
2. Let us humble our hearts so we will be found ready, faithfully persevering in prayer at His coming. 

 
1 Craddock, F. B. (1990). Luke (p. 211). John Knox Press. 
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