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INTRODUCTION 
1. The Bible encourages us to teach and admonish one another in song (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; 1 Cor. 

14:15). 
2. This means we should be using songs that are rich in biblical content and biblical truth. 
3. The other week we sang a hymn we don’t often sing because of its association with Christmas. 
4. But the hymn, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, is much more than a “Christmas carol.”  
5. It is a song that is filled with scripture and truth that praises Jesus our Lord.  

 
DISCUSSION 

I. GOD & SINNERS RECONCILED 

A. “Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King: peace on earth, and mercy mild, God 

and sinners reconciled!" Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; with th'angelic 

hosts proclaim , "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

B. This first stanza is probably the one most familiar to us and begins to unpack some things 

about who Jesus is and why He came. 

C. Originally, the song started with “Hark how all the welkin rings.” 

i. Welkin is an old English word for sky or heavens and to hark means to listen or give 

heed. 

ii. This call to listen to the “ringing” in the sky is an allusion to the Gospel of Luke and his 

account of the birth of Jesus. 

D. The events surrounding the birth of the Lord had several angelic visitations but the one on the 

night of His birth was certainly impressive (Luke 2:8-14). 

i. What the angels had to say was truly “good news” for all people.  

ii. That God had sent a Savior, the Messiah or Christ, and now there was a way for there 

to be peace between God and man. 

E. What is proclaimed here at His birth, that He is Savior, Christ, and Lord, will be fully realized at 

His resurrection (Acts 2:36; Phil. 3:20; cp. Matt. 28:18-20). 

F. And now, those of us who have heeded the good news that the angels proclaimed and have 

been reconciled to God in Christ, what should we do? 

G. We should join our voices with theirs and share the good news with everyone we can (Rom. 

5:11; 2 Cor. 5:18-20; John 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:4). 

H. One of the signs that Jesus is the Christ was His birth in Bethlehem, just as the prophets 

foretold  (Matt. 2:1-6; Mic. 5:2). 

 

II. GOD WITH US 

A. “Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, late in time behold him come, 

offspring of the Virgin's womb: veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity, pleased 

with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel.” 

B. Again, if we think about who is this One who was born in Bethlehem, we see even more about 

how great the Savior is. 

C. Jesus is the one who is loved and adored, not only by the Father but also by all the heavenly 

host (Heb. 1:1-14). 

D. Yet, to become the Savior of mankind, He humbled Himself and took on flesh, becoming one of 

us. 
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E. And as Scripture foretold, He was born of a virgin when God was ready to bring about man’s 

salvation (Isa. 7:14). 

F. But He was more than a man, He was still one with the Father, eternal and is Himself Deity 

(Col. 2:9). 

G. God’s love for us was so great that Jesus became Immanuel, “God with us,” so we might be 

saved (Matt. 1:21-23; John 1:14; Gal. 4:4-5).  

H. Do we live in such a way that we show that we adore and appreciate Him too (John 14:15; 

13:34-35)? 

 

III. LIFE & LIGHT TO ALL HE BRINGS 

A. “Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! Light and life to all He 

brings, risen with healing in His wings. Mild He lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.” 

B. Once more in the third stanza, we are immersed in the glory and majesty of who Jesus is and 

what He has done for us in His death and resurrection. 

C. As the one who is both human and divine, He is the Prince of Peace, and His kingdom and 

dominion will have no end (Isa. 9:6-7; Luke 1:32-33). 

D. He is the Sun of Righteousness who brings healing, life, and light to all who put their faith and 

hope in Him (Mal. 4:1-2; Isa. 2:5; John 1:4; 8:12; 10:10). 

E. But to accomplish this, He had to humble Himself and take on flesh and allow Himself to be put 

to death on the cross (Phil. 2:5-8). 

F. And because He was willing to die for humanity, we can be born again and have the hope of 

eternal life (John 1:12-13; 3:3; Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. 1:3). 

G. May we come to love Him and, with grateful hearts, walk in the light as He is in the light (Eph. 

5:8; 1 John 1:5-10). 

 

IV. REINSTATE US IN THY LOVE 

A. “Come, Desire of nations, come! Fix in us Thy humble home; Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring Seed, 

Bruise in us the serpent’s head. Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface, Stamp Thine image in its place: 

Second Adam from above, Reinstate us in Thy love.” 

B. This fourth stanza is not used in most arrangements today, but it reminds us of the victory and 

the hope that is found in Jesus. 

C. Regardless of whether they recognize Him or not, Jesus Christ is the only hope for salvation in 

all the nations and they should desire to know Him as their Lord and Savior (Hag. 2:7, KJV; 1 

Pet. 1:10; Acts 4:12). 

D. For when we open ourselves up to Him and allow Him to dwell in our hearts by faith, God can 

transform us into His glorious image (Eph. 3:17; Rom. 8:28-29). 

E. And in Him, the Second Adam, sin’s curse will be undone, and we can have victory over Satan 

and sin (Gen. 3:15; Rom. 16:20; 5:12-21). 

CONCLUSION 
1. The reality and the importance of Jesus’ birth and incarnation are too important for us not to read, 

study, meditate and sing about (1 Tim. 3:16). 
2. May hymns like this encourage us to proclaim the good news that Jesus is Lord (Luke 2:8-14). 


