
FUNDAMENTALS OF FAITH: HUMILITY – PHILIPPIANS 2:1-10 

ROBISON STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST- EDNACHURCHOFCHRIST.ORG 1 
7/24/22 – 6:00 P.M. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

1. “It is not good to eat much honey, nor is it glorious to seek one’s own glory” (Proverbs 25:27, ESV). 
2. The desire for personal glory, prestige, wealth, fame and power are not new. 
3. As so many have observed, we continue to live in a culture that is obsessed with self. 
4. If that weren’t true, then the media wouldn’t continually bombard us with ads and products designed 

to improve our physical appearance, or our influence on social media, or encourage lust for money, 
things, and an endless list of self-gratifying behaviors. 

5. In the Kingdom of God, pride and self-obsession aren’t helpful, but are hindrances (Matt. 5:3; 18:1-4). 
6. Let’s take a moment to reflect on humility, an important fundamental in the Christian faith. 

 
DISCUSSION 

I. HUMILITY VERSUS PRIDE 

A. It has been said that humility is the most elusive virtue. 

B. As soon as you think you possess it, you’ve lost it. 

C. Humility is possessing the quality or state of being humble and is often contrasted with pride, 

which is an excessive view of oneself (Prov. 11:2; 16:18; 29:23; 15:33). 

D. Humility has been described as “a freedom from arrogance that grows out of the recognition 

that all we have and are comes from God.”1 

E. As a virtue, humility was despised among some Greek philosophers because “to them it 

implied inadequacy, lack of dignity, and worthlessness.”2 

F. Because the Hebrew word translated as humility is similar to a word meaning “to be afflicted,” 

even in the Old Testament, humility is often associated with the poor and suffering. 

G. But humility doesn’t mean one is worthless. 

H. Because it springs from the idea that all we have comes from God, humility is a “virtue that 

involves a modest self-perception” (Gen. 1:26-27; John 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:4).3 

I. If we are humble then we will display an “attitude of lowliness and obedience, grounded in the 

recognition of one’s status before God as his creatures.”4 

J. Authentic humility doesn’t produce pride and arrogance, but gratitude and service (Ps. 51:17; 

Mic. 6:8). 

K. As we will see, Scripture shows us that we cannot have a proper relationship with God, others, 

or with our own self without humility (Prov. 22:4; Jas. 4:10). 
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II. THE HUMILITY OF GOD & CHRIST 

A. Humility is another one of those Christian virtutes that is rooted in the nature and character of 

God Himself. 

B. God, who is the Creator and Sustainer of all things, is pictured as being greater than all things 

and in need of nothing (Ps. 113:5-6; Acts 17:24-25). 

C. And yet, He humbles Himself to take notice of the people and things He has created. 

D. He cares for all people, even the poor and lowly (Ps. 113:4-9; 138:6-7; 18:35). 

E. How often have we considered that this virtue in God is one of the motivations we have to 

plead with Him in prayer (1 Pet. 5:5-7)? 

F. But in Jesus Christ, God exhibits not only His humility but a blueprint for our own humble walk 

with Him.  

G. As many have noted, Jesus exhibits humility from the cradle to the cross (Phil. 2:5-8).  

H. In His great invitation, notice how He describes Himself (Matt. 11:25-29). 

i. He is gentle or meek (Gk. praus) and lowly or humble (Gk. tapeinos) in heart. 

ii. His humility is encouragement to all to come and know God.  

I. Jesus, as God, demonstrated His humility by taking on flesh to serve humanity (Matt. 20:28; 

Mark 10:45; Luke 22:27). 

J. We see it at Gethsemane, where He prayed that the Father’s will be done (Luke 22:40-46). 

K. And we see it on the cross, where He stooped to serve and save all humanity, even those who 

were His enemies (Phil. 2:6-8; Rom. 5:6-8). 

 

III. BELIEVERS MUST BE HUMBLE 

A. Though it is an elusive virtue, with God’s grace we can be humble people. 

B. If this were impossible, God wouldn’t command us to be humble (Mic. 6:8; Jas. 4:10; 1 Pet. 

3:8). 

C. So, what are some practical steps we can take to develop and grow in humility? 

D. Take time each day to acknowledge your need for and dependence on God in everything and 

for everything (Ps. 8:3-4; Acts 17:24-28; Matt. 6:11; Jas. 1:17). 

E. Also take time each day to thank and praise God for His love, grace, goodness, and all that He 

does to help cultivate a humble and grateful heart (1 Thess. 5:18). 

F. Try to look at others through God’s eyes and commit to looking out for them and their needs 

and not just your own, following the example of Jesus (Phil. 2:3-5). 

G. When you fall short and sin, acknowledge it (Luke 18:9-14; Jas. 5:16). 

H. When someone wrongs you, be ready to forgive (Matt. 18:21-35). 

I. And as Jesus did, seek out and serve others who are considered lowly or outcasts (Luke 7:36-

39; Matt. 23:11). 

J. If we will patiently and consistently try to emulate the heart of Jesus, we can be humble 

disciples (Luke 9:23). 

CONCLUSION 
1. Though our culture tells us that “it’s all about me” we must not be deceived. 
2. God’s blessings are not for those who are consumed with arrogance and pride. 
3. Only by humbling ourselves in Jesus will we find God’s grace and exaltation (Jas. 4:6, 10; 1 Pet. 5:6). 


