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INTRODUCTION 
1. Long ago David wrote, “Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge; in the 

shadow of your wings I will take refuge, till the storms of destruction pass by” (Psalm 57:1, ESV).  

2. David’s imagery may remind some of us of our experiences as small children when the sound of thunder and the 

flash of lighting made us afraid. 

3. Let us consider the hymn, Till The Storm Passes By,  that reminds us that if we trust in the Lord, we don’t have to 

fear the storms of life no matter what they are or what they might bring.1 

DISCUSSION 
I. IN THE DARK OF THE MIDNIGHT 

A. “In the dark of the midnight, Have I oft hid my face; While the storm howls above me, And there’s no 

hiding place; ‘Mid the crash of the thunder, Precious Lord, hear my cry; “Keep me safe ’til the storm 

passes by.” 

B. Storms are a part of life in this world. 

i. In the Bible, people experience storms of various kinds like the one Jonah encountered as he 

fled from God’s presence (Jonah 1:4-6). 

ii. There is another storm which caused Paul to be shipwrecked on the island of Malta as he 

journeyed to Rome (Acts 27:14-44). 

C. And depending on your experience and circumstances, they can be a welcome blessing, or they can be a 

terrifying experience. 

i. Here on the Gulf coast, we would welcome some good rainstorms that would relieve us from 

this drought. 

ii. But over in Kentucky, they have had enough of the storms that have brought flooding rain and 

have taken the lives of so many. 

D. But there are also other kinds of storms that we must face in life that have nothing to do with the 

weather. 

i. Scripture uses storms to picture the attack of an enemy or even God’s judgment (Ps. 55:1-8; 

83:13-15). 

ii. But they are also used to picture human suffering (Isa. 54:11). 

E. While we may never have to endure a storm at sea, a tornado, or a flood, we all know that we will 

inevitably have to face some “storms” in our life. 

F. Jacob, Job, John the Baptist, Jesus and Stephen are just a few of the people in the Bible that faced 

uncertainty and suffering in this life (Gen. 47:9; Job 9:17). 

G. When the storms of life assail us, we may feel all alone (Prov. 14:10). 

i. Even though friends and family and brethren may try their best. 

ii. There are some struggles that we feel we must endure alone.  

H. When those times come for us where will we turn? 

I. This first stanza reminds us of the great truth that though we may feel all alone, and we may feel like no 

one understands, the child of God is not alone! 

J. While others may not know how you feel, Scripture assures us that Jesus, as both God and man, 

understands our weakness and struggles (Heb. 4:15). 

K. And Jesus has promised that He will always be with His people (Matt. 28:20). 

 
1 Lister, M. Till The Storm Passes By. In T. Stevens & D. K. Shepard (Eds.), Hymns for Worship Supplement (p. 50). R.J. Stevens Music, 
LLC.  
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L. The only thing that stands in the way of the comfort and peace of His presence is our willingness to cry 

out (1 Pet. 5:6-7; Heb. 4:16). 

 

II. MANY TIMES, SATAN WHISPERED 

A. “Many times Satan whispers, “There is no need to try; For there’s no end of sorrow, There’s no hope by 

and by”; But I know Thou art with me, And tomorrow I’ll rise; Where the storms never darken the skies.” 

B. When we think about the promises of assurance in Scripture, that God will be with us and help us 

endure the storms of life, why would we ever doubt it? 

C. As the song says there are times when we are struggling in the storms of life that Satan “whispers” and 

tries to get us to give up. 

D. From the beginning, Satan tried to cast doubt on the faithfulness and goodness of God and deceived Eve 

(Gen. 3:1-5). 

E. Satan tried to get Jesus to avoid His suffering on the cross (Matt. 4:1-10). 

F. And of course, we are reminded of Judas and others who Satan influenced to turn aside from walking 

with the Lord (Luke 22:3; Acts 5:3). 

G. But as Jesus said, Satan is a liar, and we dare not listen to him (John 8:44). 

H. Thanks be to God that by His grace in Jesus, we can overcome Satan and his lies (Jas. 4:7). 

I. But knowing that Satan is cunning and crafty doesn’t alleviate the reality that evil and suffering are real 

and present somewhere in this world every day (Job 2:9). 

J. It has been said that we are either in a storm, coming out of a storm, or heading into one. 

K. How can we bear up and keep going amid all this suffering? 

L. Remember that God will be with us (Heb. 13:5; Lam. 3:22-24; Ps. 37:25; 2 Cor. 4:8-9). 

M. Remember that even in the trials, God can use the storms to build us up and to give others courage to 

endure (Jas. 1:2-4; Rom. 5:3-4). 

N. And while life without the Lord is hopeless, life with Him assures hope of a brighter day where there will 

be no more storms (1 Thess. 4:13-18; Eph. 2:12). 

 

III. WHEN THE LONG NIGHT HAS ENDED 

A. “When the long night has ended, And the storms come no more, Let me stand in Thy presence On that 

bright, peaceful shore. In that land where the tempest never comes, Lord may I Dwell with Thee when 

the storm passes by.” 

B. Yes, thanks be to God, that in Jesus one day all the storms of life will be ended. 

C. There will be no more sorrow, struggle, death, or pain (Rev. 21:4-5). 

D. There is a place reserved for those who are the Lord’s (John 14:1-4). 

E. Since the Lord lives, the Christian has a sure hope that when that day comes, God will provide a body 

that will not be ravaged by the winds of time, age, or death (2 Cor. 4:16-5:1). 

F. God will dwell with His people, and they will dwell with Him forevermore (Rev. 21:1-3). 

G. But that can only be if we have put our faith and hope in Jesus (1 Cor. 15:50-58). 

CONCLUSION 
1. This life will have its good days, but it will also have its days of toil and struggle. 
2. And it may be that we will forget sometimes that we have no reason to fear or to lose hope. 
3. “Till the storm passes over, ‘Till the thunder sounds no more; ‘Till the clouds roll forever from the sky, Hold me 

fast, let me stand, In the hollow of Thy hand; Keep me safe ’til the storm passes by.” 
4. May hymns like this remind us of the truth of God’s faithfulness and grace in Jesus. 


