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INTRODUCTION 
1. Scripture reminds us that God’s values and ways are different than ours (Isa. 55:6-9; 1 Sam. 16:7). 
2. Throughout the ministry and teaching of Jesus, we are reminded of this truth. 
3. What the world values and honors is often at odds with God’s values and priorities. 
4. As Jesus continues His journey to Jerusalem, He challenges us again to examine our hearts, values, and 

priorities and to consider: who do we really love and trust? 
 

DISCUSSION 
I. LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME 

A. At this point in Luke, many have noted that he begins to pick up the order of events found in 

the Gospel of Mark.  

B. But it is important to note the differences here with Mark. 

C. In Mark’s account, Jesus has just taught about divorce (Mark 10:13-16; 1-12). 

D. But here in Luke, Jesus just gave two parables on prayer with the last one noting the 

importance of humility (Luke 18:1-14). 

E. As we will see, Luke is doing this on purpose in order to emphasize something. 

F. But what might that be? 

G. At this point, Luke says people began bringing infants to Jesus hoping He might touch them and 

bless them (Luke 18:15; cp. 5:13; 6:19). 

H. When the disciples see this, they aren’t pleased. 

I. They rebuke the people and try to prevent them from bringing their babies to Jesus! 

J. Perhaps this is because they feel that this is too trivial since in their minds they are going to 

Jerusalem for a showdown with the Romans and to see the Kingdom established (Luke 19:11). 

K. But Jesus doesn’t allow this to go on. 

L. He instead calls the children to Him and encourages those present to “receive the kingdom” 

like a child (Luke 18:16-17). 

M. What is Jesus’ point with these infants? 

N. Recall that in the Greco-Roman context of Jesus’ day, children were of low status. 

i. Babies and small children needed constant care and resources. 

ii. They were at the complete mercy of adults. 

O. Coming on the heels of the Parable of the Tax Collector and the Publican, this is another 

illustration of the disciples need for humility (Luke 18:14). 

P. Jesus’ living illustration should challenge us all to consider who we are relying on – God or 

ourselves (Deut. 8:17-18; Judg. 7:2)? 

Q. And do we value the same things God and the Lord do or have we been blinded by the god of 

this world (Ps. 51:17; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 Cor. 4:4)? 

R. May we all strive to have the humility and simple trusting faith of a child so we might enter the 

Kingdom (Jas. 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:5; 2 Pet. 1:10). 

 

II. THE RICH YOUNG RULER 

A. At this point Jesus is approached by a ruler who asks what he must do to inherit eternal life 

(Luke 18:18). 

i. While all the Synoptics say he is rich, Luke points out the man is a ruler and Matthew’s 

gospel points out that he is young (Matt. 19:20). 
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ii. His question appears to be genuine in comparison to an earlier episode where 

someone was trying to trap Jesus (Luke 10:25). 

B. Jesus responds with a rebuke and a summary of God’s Law (Luke 18:19-20). 

i.  No matter how “good” we may view someone else to be because of their character or 

conduct, God alone is good (1 Chron 16:34; 2 Chron 5:13; Ps 34:8; 106:1; 118:1, 29; 

136:1). 

ii. It is also interesting that the laws that Jesus uses are all about how people relate to 

others (cp. Luke 10:25-28). 

C. When the young man answers that he has always done these things, Jesus issues him a 

challenge that cuts him to the heart (Luke 18:21-23; cp. 12:33). 

i. The young man’s confidence in his own righteousness is reminiscent of the Pharisee of 

Jesus’ parable (Luke 18:9-14). 

ii. Jesus’ challenge reveals not only how generous the young man is but if he is truly 

willing to trust God completely and obey Jesus. 

iii. While Matthew records the young man left, Luke only notes his sadness (Matt. 19:22). 

D. Jesus shocks his audience by proclaiming that those who trust in their riches, which many saw 

as a sign of God’s favor, would struggle to be saved (Luke 18:24-27). 

E. In contrast to the rich young ruler, Peter notes how he and the others left everything to follow 

Jesus (Luke 18:28). 

F. And Jesus says that because they have put their trust in God, they will receive much more in 

return and even more, eternal life (Luke 18:29-30). 

G. Here again, we may see several points of application, but let us not miss a major one in view of 

the context – pride versus humility (Luke 18:14). 

H. Luke again draws the disciple’s attention through the words of Jesus to not put our trust in 

material wealth, but to rely fully on God.  

I. This should make us reflect again about who or what am I really trusting in? 

J. Only by fully trusting in God though Christ can we be saved (Rom. 1:16-17). 

K. If we are fully trusting in God and not our material possessions, then we will have no obstacles 

to being generous with what God has blessed us with (Luke 18:22; 4:16-20; 12:13-34; 14:7-14; 

16:1-13). 

L. It is only then that we can embrace what Jesus is offering, let go of this world, and become 

citizens of the Kingdom (Luke 18:22; 1 Pet. 2:11-12; Phil. 3:20). 

M. And if we are willing to do what Peter and the other disciples did, we will gain so much. 

N. In this life, we will find a new family and community that will be there for us no matter what 

(Acts 4:32-34; Rom. 12:15; Eph. 4:11-16; 1 Tim. 3:15). 

O. And even more, in the age to come, we will have eternal life! 

CONCLUSION 
1. In these two episodes, Jesus draws us back to the need to humble ourselves and value what God does 

and to fully trust in God’s ways (Luke 18:14). 
2. Will we receive Him like a child, or will we go away sad? 
3. If we will only put our faith in Him, no matter how impossible it seems, God can save us and use us 

(Luke 18:26-27; 10:20-22; Rom. 1:16-17). 


