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INTRODUCTION 
1. Earlier this summer we considered a hymn that is often associated with Christmas time and today we 

want to notice another one, Joy to the World, by Isaac Watts. 
2. While this has become a standard for Christmas, Watt’s paraphrase of Psalm 98 is actually more about 

the present rule and reign of Christ and anticipating His return than His birth. 
3. Let us consider this great hymn and the reasons  we have to rejoice in Jesus’ reign and rule today. 

 
DISCUSSION 

I. THE LORD IS COME 

A. "Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King. Let every heart prepare Him 

room, And heaven and nature sing." 

B. The opening stanza declares that we should rejoice because Jesus has come to claim His throne 

as ruler of all the earth. 

C. His first advent and purpose in coming is foretold throughout the Old Testament and this is 

echoed in the opening of the New Testament. 

i. The angel told Mary that God would give Jesus the throne of David (Luke 1:32). 

ii. The shepherds were told on the night of His birth that He is Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11). 

D. While there are other purposes for the coming of the Lord, one of the primary reasons was for 

Him to become King (Rev. 19:16). 

E. When Jesus came, He wasn’t readily received by everyone and this rejection continues down 

to this very day (Isa. 53:3; Mark 9:12). 

F. But through the cross, God declared Jesus to be both Lord and King (Matt. 28:18; Acts 2:36)! 

G. No matter what is going on or how desperate things may seem, we can rejoice because we 

know Jesus is King. 

H. And the day is coming when everyone on the earth will confess that He is King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords (Ps. 2:7-9; Phil. 2:9-10). 

I. Therefore, every soul should make room for Him to reign in their heart now before He comes 

again (John 1:11-12; Acts 17:30-31; Ps. 2:10-12). 

 

II. THE SAVIOR REIGNS 

A. "Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; Let men their tongues employ. While fields and floods, 

rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy." 

B. The second stanza, building on the imagery of Jesus’ Kingship, reminds us that because Jesus 

reigns today we can rejoice.  

C. It is important for us to understand this point. 

D. According to Scripture, Jesus’ reign isn’t somewhere off in the distant future. 

E. It began when He was raised from the dead and declared to be the Son of God in power (Rom. 

1:4; Acts 2:22-36; Dan. 7:13-14). 

F. We don’t have to wring our hands, waiting and hoping for Jesus to come some day when things 

will finally begin to change. 

G. While He will come again and set all things right, that will mark the end of His reign and not the 

beginning (1 Cor. 15:20-28). 

H. Because He lives and reigns today, He is already impacting the world through the love and 

good works of those who are His (Matt. 5:13-16). 
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I. Knowing that Jesus is reigning and ruling now, we can have joy always, no matter what comes 

(Phil. 4:4). 

 

III. THE BLESSINGS FLOW 

A. "No more let sin nor sorrow grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make His 

blessings flow Far as the curse is found." 

B. The third stanza reminds us of the truth and reality of Christ’s authority and reign in the 

overthrow of sin and Satan in the hearts of men. 

C. Throughout this hymn Watt’s has been alluding to the curse of sin and its effects on the earth 

and mankind (Gen. 3:14-24). 

D. And Scripture reminds us that all people are under the curse of sin because all choose to sin 

(Rom. 3:23; 5:12). 

E. But through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, the power and the curse of sin has 

been broken (Heb. 2:14; Rom. 7:24-25; 6:6; 8:23). 

F. What came as the result of Adam’s sin is being undone by the grace of God through the blood 

of Jesus (Rom. 5:12-21; 8:19-22). 

G. While we await the final consummation of God’s redemption, we can already  see in the hearts 

and lives of those who have been redeemed that the curse of sin has been broken (Col. 3:1-17; 

1 John 2:6; 5:4-5)! 

H. Knowing the victory that we have in Jesus and that wherever the gospel goes His triumph and 

blessings will follow should bring us great joy! 

 

IV. THE WONDERS OF HIS LOVE 

A. "He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove The glories of His 

righteousness And wonders of His love." 

B. In the fourth and final stanza we find yet another cause for us to rejoice in Jesus. 

C. And  that is the nature of His reign - He rules the nations with truth and grace (John 1:17). 

D. Part of God’s purpose in sending Jesus and exalting Him to reign and rule is to bear witness to 

the truth of God and His wondrous love (John 14:6; 18:37; 12:47). 

E. While the nations of mankind seek to dominate one another through manipulation, 

exploitation, lies, power, and violence, that is not the way of Christ (Mark 10:42-45). 

F. As the previous verse said, wherever Jesus’ reign abounds the curse of sin is overcome.  

G. And Jesus wants all nations and all people to hear the good news and to be saved (Matt. 

28:18-20; 1 Tim. 2:4). 

H. May we take up His call and declare the message far and wide of the goodness of the Lord and 

the wonders of His love (1 Pet. 2:3, 9-10; Heb. 2:14-15)! 

CONCLUSION 
1. Praise be to God that the Lord has come and is reigning today (Matt. 28:18). 
2. Today in a world where everything seems to be out of sorts, what a comfort it is to know the stability, 

hope, and joy that our God reigns! 
3. Today anyone who is willing can become a part of His Kingdom, a Kingdom that will not be shaken 

(Heb. 12:28). 
4. Why not come to Jesus today and rejoice! 


