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INTRODUCTION 
1. Psalm 72 is the last psalm in the collection of Book II in the Psalter, and it is one of two psalms that 

share the heading “Of Solomon” or “For Solomon,” David’s son (Ps. 127). 
2. This psalm is a prayer for the prosperity of God’s King and God’s Kingdom. 
3. While this psalm reminds us of our own need to pray for our perspective leaders and what God expects 

of them, it also points us to the only ultimate and perfect King and Kingdom which is in Jesus Christ (2 
Tim. 2:1-2; Matt. 28:18; Rev. 19:16). 

4. Let us consider this psalm and its descriptions of God’s King and His Kingdom. 

DISCUSSION 
I. JUSTICE & RIGHTEOUSNESS 

A. This psalm opens with a prayer for the King to rule in justice and righteousness (Ps. 72:1). 

i. Note that righteousness appears three times in the first three verses. 

ii. This is the idea that the king will act and judge as God does – right in all things (Gen. 

18:25; Ps. 71:19). 

B. If the king is endowed with the justice and righteousness of God, then he will govern the 

people wisely and settle their disputes fairly (Ps. 72:2). 

C. And the result will be a prosperous nation where oppression is not allowed (Ps. 72:3-4). 

i. Note that the Hebrew word translated “prosperity” (ESV), or “peace” is Shalom. 

ii. This word “conveys the notion of wholeness or well-being.”1 

D. Of course, in his early days, Solomon was blessed with these qualities and was just in his rule (1 

Kings 3; 10:1-9). 

E. But in his later years he turned from God and served other gods and he began to oppress the 

people (1 Kings 11:1-8; 12:3-4). 

F. Today we should be praying for our leaders to rule justly and wisely, and to defend and protect 

the poor and the weak (1 Tim. 2:1-4). 

G. It is a sad reality that most human governments are corrupt and marred by sin and selfishness, 

but still, we must petition, pray, and wait on the Lord. 

H. Thankfully, this prayer is even now being fulfilled in King Jesus who rules with the perfect 

justice and righteousness of God and will set all things right (Isa. 9:1-7; 61:1-2; Acts 2:36; Rev. 

19:11). 

 

II. EVERLASTING DOMINION 

A. In the second stanza of this psalm, the psalmist prays for a prosperous and enduring reign for 

the king (Ps. 72:5). 

i. This endurance is pictured in contrast to the life of the sun and the moon which will 

endure far beyond our own lifetimes. 

ii. Of course, neither David nor Solomon reigned longer than forty years. 

iii. But this prayer is built on the hope that David’s family would always reign in Israel (2 

Sam. 7:16). 
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B. When a king rules in the righteousness and justice of God he will bring blessings on his people 

(Ps. 72:6-7). 

i. This is a familiar image in the Old Testament (Deut. 32:2; Prov. 16:15). 

ii. This was certainly David’s prayer for Solomon’s reign (2 Sam. 23:3-4). 

C. As we already noted, Solomon’s reign started well, but did not end well. 

D. This is very often the fate of all human kingdoms and governments. 

E. Still, we pray for good leaders in our land knowing that “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin 

is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34).  

F. In contrast to earthly governments and nations, the reign and rule of King Jesus and His 

Kingdom is everlasting (Dan. 2:44; Luke 1:32-33; Heb. 12:28). 

G. In Him, the righteous do flourish and are blessed and eventually all will come to fear and honor 

Him (Eph. 1:3; Phil. 2:9-11; Rev. 5:13). 

 

III. ALL PEOPLES & ALL NATIONS 

A. In the third stanza, the psalmist’s prayer is for the king’s reign and rule to be expansive and 

growing (Ps. 72:8-10). 

B. Solomon’s kingdom did grow to extend from the Euphrates River all the way to the 

Mediterranean sea (Exod. 23:31; 1 Kings 4:21; 2 Chron. 9:26). 

C. But the psalmist’s prayer is for something far greater, that one day all the kings and nations of 

the earth will bow before Israel’s king (Ps. 72:11; 2:8)! 

D. While there have been many human empires that have sought to subject all nations or 

assimilate them, none have lasted or accomplished this feat. 

E. Human pride, prejudice, and lust have always corrupted and led to the downfall of every 

empire and nation in the past – even the kingdom of David and Solomon.  

F. But in Christ, this is already happening and will one day become sight – all people and all 

nations will acknowledge His rule (Matt. 28:18-20; Rev. 5:9-10; 11:15). 

 

IV. COMPASSION & BLESSEDNESS 

A. In the fourth and fifth stanzas, we see two more marks of the Kingdom of God. 

B. First, it is characterized by compassion for the needy and oppressed (Ps. 72:12-14). 

i. Although many leaders and nations have aspired to this, few have consistently done so 

even in a great nation like the United States. 

ii. But Jesus is truly compassionate and will deliver the poor, needy, and oppressed and 

will hold the wicked accountable (Matt. 11:28-30; 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Thess. 1:6-8). 

C. Second, it is a blessing to all and promotes human flourishing for all (Ps. 72:15-17). 

D. And when people adopt the character of King Jesus and His Kingdom, they will be blessed and 

will be a blessing to others in all things (Matt. 5:1-16; 22:37-40; cp. Eph. 5:21-6:9). 

E. This, of course, was always God’s plan in Christ Jesus (Gen. 12:1-3; Eph. 1:3-10). 

CONCLUSION 
1. At the end of this psalm is a doxology of praise that closes the psalm and Book II (Ps. 72:18-20). 
2. It reminds us to bless and praise God for His wonderful acts of salvation (John 3:16; Eph. 1:10). 
3. And while we continue to pray for the leaders of our land, may we also lift prayers to King Jesus for His 

Kingdom and rule to expand far and wide in the hearts of man (1 Tim. 2:1-3; Matt. 6:10; 28:18-20). 


