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INTRODUCTION 
1. The Bible says that God is the giver of every good and perfect gift (Jas. 1:17). 
2. And the apostle Paul says that we should not dwell on things that make us anxious, but instead think of 

good things (Phil. 4:8). 
3. Remembering and resting in these teachings is not always easy for us to do with all the brokenness we 

see in this world. 
4. This evening let us reflect on Folliot Sandford Pierpoint’s hymn, For The Beauty of the Earth, which 

helps us recall some of the wonderful blessings and good gifts God has given us.  
 

DISCUSSION 
I. FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH 

A. While this hymn was originally eight stanzas, only three verses are used in our hymnal, stanzas 

one, four, and six. 

B. This opening stanza turns our praise and thanks to God for the wonderful creation He has 

made which allows us to live and flourish in this life (Rom. 1:19-20). 

C. "For the beauty of the earth, For the glory of the skies, For the love which from our birth Over 

and around us lies." 

D. The original second and third stanzas also tie into this theme.  

i. "For the wonder of each hour, Of the day and of the night, Hill and vale and tree and 

flower, Sun, and moon, and stars of light." 

ii. "For the joy of ear and eye, For the heart and mind’s delight, For the mystic harmony 

Linking sense to sound and sight." 

E. The Bible opens with an affirmation that all that we behold in creation is from the power of 

Almighty God (Gen. 1:1). 

F. All around us we behold the majesty, wonder, and grandeur of God who made the earth and 

every living thing that moves upon its face (Ps. 24:1-2; Gen. 1:11-12, 20-25). 

G. Even the sky above, day and night, the sun, the moon, and stars, all declare His glory for us to 

see (Ps. 19:1-6; Gen. 1:3-5, 14-18; Jas. 1:17). 

H. The sights our eyes see, the sounds our ears discern, all that our senses can take in  – all these 

simple joys of life are daily  gifts and delights that come from God (Prov. 20:12). 

I. Each day that you are blessed with, as you go about the tasks at home, work, or school, no 

matter how busy or overwhelming things may be, stop a moment and look around at the 

beauty of the earth and rejoice in God and give thanks.  

 

II. FOR THE JOY OF HUMAN LOVE 

A. From the joy and grandeur of the natural world, the hymn moves us onto the blessings and joy 

God gives us in our relationships with others. 

B. "For the joy of human love, Brother, sister, parent, child, Friends on earth and friends above, 

For all gentle thoughts and mild." 

C. God did not just create the natural world that we can see but He also made human beings to 

reflect His image in this world (Gen. 1:26-28). 

D. Now God made mankind to experience the joy of fellowship and love with Him (Acts 17:24-28). 

E. But that was not all that God intended for humanity.  
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F. God made mankind to not be in isolation from one another, but to enjoy love and fellowship 

with other human beings (Gen. 2:18, 24). 

G. That love is reflected in different relationships – marriage, parents, siblings, extended family, 

community, work, etc. (Eph. 5:22-6:9). 

H. God intends for us to reflect and share His great love for us with one another (John 13:34-35; 

Matt. 22:37-40). 

I. Again, while there are many things wrong in this world, do we stop and thank and praise God 

for the gift of friends and family (Eccl. 4:9-10)? 

J. As the fifth stanza in Pierpoint’s original says, we should rejoice and thank God, “For each 

perfect Gift of Thine, To our race so freely given, Graces human and Divine, Flowers of earth, 

and buds of Heaven.” 

 

III. FOR THY CHURCH 

A. As we work our way down through the hymn, we move our focus from the physical blessings of 

life to the great spiritual realities and blessings in Christ (Eph. 1:3). 

B. The sixth stanza turns our attention to the church, which God ordained in Christ to accomplish 

His purposes in this world (Eph. 3:10). 

C. "For Thy church which evermore Lifteth holy hands above, Offering up on every shore Her pure 

sacrifice of love." 

D. Pierpoint’s original wording was “Thy Bride” which is how the Scripture pictures the church – 

the bride of Christ  (Rev. 19:6-8; 21:2, 9; Eph. 5:32; 2 Cor. 11:2). 

i. The original seventh stanza draws the mind to all those saints who make up the 

Church, both the living and the dead across the ages (Heb. 11; 12:1-2, 22-24). 

ii. “For Thy Martyrs' crown of light, For Thy Prophets' eagle eye, For Thy bold Confessors'  

might, For the lips of Infancy” (Ps. 8:2; Eph. 4:11-16). 

E. Christ gave His life to purchase the redemption of His bride, the church (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:23). 

i. This truth reveals that Jesus is, in fact, God’s greatest and most precious gift where we 

can find salvation and eternal life (John 3:16)! 

ii. Pierpoint’s original final stanza points to this truth and focuses on how this is 

proclaimed in the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:26). 

iii. “For Thy Virgins' robes of snow, For Thy Maiden Mother mild, For Thyself, with hearts 

aglow, Jesu , Victim undefiled, Offer we at Thine own Shrine, Thyself, Sweet Sacrament 

Divine.” 

F. As the bride of Christ, in love and gratitude for Christ’s sacrifice, the church is to be pure and 

holy in all its conduct which is pictured here with lifting holy hands (1 Tim. 2:8; Eph. 5:25-27). 

G. No matter where we are in the world, the church is to offer up a sacrifice of praise and love in 

good works and worship to God’s glory (Heb. 13:7-16; Matt. 5:13-16). 

CONCLUSION 
1. Each stanza in our book is followed by a modified refrain of thanks and praise for all these blessings 

which says, "Lord of all, to Thee we raise This our hymn of grateful praise.” 
2. The original refrain says, "Christ, our God, to Thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise." 
3. And Christ, who is our God, has indeed blessed us in so many ways (John 20:28; Titus 2:13; Jas. 1:17)! 
4. Let us not neglect to look up from our cares and think on these good things (Phil. 4:8; Ps. 103:2)! 


