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INTRODUCTION 
1. In our text the apostle Peter is encouraging brethren to not lose hope as they await the coming of the 

Lord even though some scoff at the idea that Jesus will come and judge the living and the dead.  
2. Jesus hasn’t returned yet because of God’s patience and desire for more to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). 
3. If we believe what Peter wrote, we should be eager and active to seek and save the lost. 
4. Let us consider Fanny Crosby’s hymn, Rescue The Perishing, and remind one another of some reasons 

why should we seek out the lost and invite them to come to Jesus. 
 

DISCUSSION 
I. SNATCH THEM IN PITY 

A. "Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave; Weep o’er 

the erring one, lift up the fallen, Tell them of Jesus, the mighty to save." 

B. The first stanza emphasizes several reasons we should be filled with pity and compassion for 

the lost. 

C. The fact is that without the gospel folks are in great danger. 

D. No matter how much power, fame, money, fun or possessions they might have, without Jesus 

they are perishing (2 Cor. 4:3-4). 

E. They are perishing because they are lost in sin and even though they may not realize it death 

and loss are all that await them (Luke 13:3; Rom. 6:23). 

F. Many of us were there once and know what life would be like without the Lord. 

G. Do we feel any pity or compassion for them (Phil. 3:18-19; Matt. 9:36-37)? 

H. If so, then we should feel compelled by the love of Jesus to care for them and to do whatever 

we can to help them (2 Cor. 5:10-14; Jude 22-23). 

I. And above all we need to share with them the good news that Jesus is mighty and can save 

them from their sins and reconcile them to God (1 Tim. 1:12-15)! 

 

II. HE WILL FORGIVE 

A. "Though they are slighting Him, still He is waiting, Waiting the penitent child to receive; Plead 

with them earnestly, plead with them gently; He will forgive if they truly believe." 

B. The second stanza impresses us again with Jesus’ pity and compassion and His willingness to 

offer forgiveness which is just what the lost so desperately need! 

C. This is amazing when we think about the reality that so many people have not only refused 

God’s offer of grace, but have also continued to slight Jesus (John 1:11; 5:43; 2 Pet. 3:3-4). 

D. And still, God is patient not wanting any to perish (2 Pet. 3:9). 

E. God is standing ready and willing to forgive those who are penitent and who turn to Him in 

obedient faith (Luke 15:17-24; Rev. 3:15-20; 1 Tim. 1:15). 

F. Knowing that as long as one has breath there is hope, shouldn’t we be urgently and earnestly 

pleading with people to trust and obey the gospel (Luke 14:23; 2 Cor. 5:11; 2 Tim. 2:23-26; Gal. 

6:1-2)? 

G. Again, there is good news from God in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

H. God is willing and ready to forgive any and all sin if we will only fully commit ourselves to Him 

in Jesus (Mark 3:28; 1 John 2:2; John 3:16).  

I. Of course, believing in the biblical sense means striving to show God loyalty and fidelity by 

obedience to His will (Hebrews 5:9; John 3:36; Luke 6:46; John 14:15). 
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III. GRACE CAN RESTORE 

A. "Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter, Feelings lie buried that grace can restore; 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, Cords that were broken will vibrate once 

more." 

B. God’s great grace and love seen in His willingness to sacrifice Jesus for our sins gives us another 

reason to seek out the lost. 

C. Again, we are reminded that so many are caught in the lies of sin and Satan and are 

brokenhearted and weighed down with sorrows. 

D. Satan is actively seeking to lure people away with their own desires and crush their hope and 

desire for God (Luke 22:31; 1 Pet. 5:8; Matt. 4:1-10; Gen. 3). 

E. But there is an emptiness deep down inside each one of us that only God can fill (Eccl.3:11; 

Acts 17:24-28). 

F. And if we will be the eyes, ears, hands, and feet of Jesus and share God’s love and care and 

word with others, we can stir up that desire to know God (Matt. 22:39; Luke 15:1-2; 19:5-9; 

5:12-13). 

G. We can share God’s amazing love with them in Jesus and the transformation that we have 

personally experienced can be theirs too (Rom. 5:6-8; 12:1-2; 13:14). 

H. In Jesus Christ,  God can make even the vilest sinner cleansed and renewed (Titus 2:11-14; 3:5-

7; 1 Cor. 6:9-11)! 

 

IV. DUTY DEMANDS IT 

A. "Rescue the perishing! Duty demands it; Strength for thy labor the Lord will provide; Back to the 

narrow way, patiently win them; Tell the poor wanderer a Savior has died." 

B. The fourth and final stanza reminds us of another reason to seek the lost and that is because 

we have a duty to do so! 

C. This is exactly what Jesus came to do and did for us who are in Christ (Luke 19:10). 

D. And Jesus commissioned all who would follow Him to take up the call to seek and to save the 

lost (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16).  

E. If we love and appreciate Jesus for what He has done for us we should not begrudge His desire 

for others to share in His grace (John 14:15; 1 John 5:3). 

F. And thanks be to God we don’t have to trust in ourselves but in the strength which God 

supplies (Eph. 6:10). 

G. Our job is to plant and water, and allow God to give the increase (1 Cor. 3:5-8). 

H. If we will have the courage to tell them that Jesus died for them, we will be guiding them to the 

narrow way (1 Cor. 15:1-4; Rom. 5:6-8; Matt. 7:13-14). 

CONCLUSION 
1. Each stanza of this hymn is followed by a powerful refrain that impresses upon us the need to take up 

the call of Jesus and reach out to the lost! 
2. "Rescue the perishing, Care for the dying; Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save." 
3. May we answer God’s call in a renewed way this year and seek out all those we can to rescue them 

from sin and death (2 Pet. 3:9). 


